

















ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 











Edited and published by B. Homans, at $5 a year, payable in advance. 





Vor. IV.—No. 8.] WASHINGTON, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 1837. 


[Wuote No. 112. 

















CONGRESSIONAL DOCUMENT. 





NAVY YARD SOUTH OF CHESAPEAKE BAY. 


Letter from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting a 
copy of the report of commissioners charged with the 
examination of harbors south of the Chesapeake bay, 
with a view tothe establishment of a navy yard. 


{February 2, 1837. Read, and laid upon the table.) 


Navy DEPARTMENT, 
February 1, 1837. 
Srr: In compliance with a resolution of the House 
of Representatives of the 28th ultimo, I have the ho- 
nor to transmit, herewith, a copy of the report of the 
commissioners charged with the examination of ports 
and harbors south of the Chesapeake bay, with a 
view to their comparative advantages for the estab- 
lishment of a navy yard. 
I am, with great respect, 
Vour obedient servant, 
M. DICKERSON, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
The honorable the SPEAKER 
of the House of Representatives. 


The undersigned commissioners under a resolution of 
the Senate of the Uniled States ‘to survey and ex- 
amine ports south of the Chesapeake, with a view to 
their comparative fucilities and advantages for the 
establishment of a navy yard,” have the honor to re- 
port: 

That they have given to the subject all the reflec- 
tion which its national importance demands; have 
personally inspected the several ports whose draught 
of water gave claim to public attention; and have 
maturely weighed their relative pretensions to the 
favorable consideration of the Government. 

The undersigned, in arriving at a preference fora 
particular port, have discarded all — of a lo- 
cal or sectional nature, and have solely been influ- 
enced by a strict regard to the public good. Asa 
basis for their decision, they have looked to funda- 
mental principles, and have been guided by the great 
desiderata in a naval establishment on shore. The 
may be classed under the following heads, and ob- 
tain value in the order in which they stand, viz: 

1. Sufficient depth of water to permit free access, 
at any state of tide, for the heaviest class of ships of 
war. 

2. Defence by land and by water. 

3. Resources and supplies of every kind for the 
re | equipment of fleets. 

4, Salubrity at every season of the year. 

5. Ample supply of fresh water. 

6. Facility for wharfing and docks. 

As no port south of the Chesapeake possesses all 
these advantages, (and, indeed, there is but one in 
the whole Union which does possess them,) it has 
become the duty of the undersigned, by a resolution 
of the Senate, to designate that one which seemed to 
them to have the greater number of approximating 
qualifications. 

CHARLESTON, S. C. 

The port of Charleston, being the first in magni- 
tude, and also first in the order of inspection, claim- 
ed their primary attention. This harbor has been 
repeatedly surveyed, and recently by competent offi- 
cers of the United States army. The pared ie ote 
by them has been tested by the undersigned, and the 
result proved its essential accuracy; from which, to- 
gether with a naval survey in 1825, and valuable in- 


formation obtained from experienced pilots and other 
sources, it would seem to be established that the bar 
at the mouth of the harbor is the main obstacle to its 
present usefulness as a naval station ; for, being de- 
ficient in depth of water, no vessels larger than s 

of war can pass, and they only at high tides, and 
with a smooth sea. ’ 

This bar, which is of sand, forms an almost con- 
tinuous chain of breakers, reat:ing nearly parallel 
with the coast for nine or ten miles. The tides and 
freshets of the river ave broken through this barrier, 
and four chapxels have been formed for the disc 





of the waters. Three of them are now incapable of 
being navigated by large vessels, and the fourth, the 
main channel, is liable to great changes from heavy 
gales. Within twenty years it has been entirely re- 
moved from its former site. It is displaced by more 
than half a mile ; and where formerly passed in se- 
curity ships of 17 and 18 feet draught of water, now 
rolls a dangerous breaker. The undersigned, in con- 
templating the possible obliteration of the present 
ship channel by the deposite of some future gale, do 
not regard it as a lasting injury of the port; for they 
believe that a new, more convenient, and, perhaps, 
deeper channel may be effected, by obstructions in 
the tideway, which shall guide to a given point on 
the bar the vast and swift column of water compo- 
sing its freshets and ebb. Such is observed to be the 
action presented by the fortification now being erect- 
ed in the river, which has already, though incomplete 
and not very extensive, caused, in the opinion of pi- 
lots, the overfall channel to be considerably deepened. 
The effect of so much power, directed on such an 
easily moved substance as this bar, when aided by 
dredging machines, cannot be questioned.. The no- 
ble harbor within, sufficient in every respect to ac- 
commodate a large fleet, and of the heaviest draught, 
the great seat of southern wealth and southern com- 
merce, all seem to bespeak for it a generous expendi- 
ture of the national treasure. But these specula- 
tions, Whether true or otherwise, belong to the engi- 
neer, whose knowledge of currents and their effects 
will have due weight in such acontingency. Charles- 
ton is now considered accessible with a draught of 
174 feet, but with the aid of steam, a good tide, and 
smooth water, a ship drawing 184 feet may be safely 
conducted. The average rise of the tide is 6 feet, 
which is increased or diminished by the violence and 
duration of the seaward or landward winds ; anda this 
rise and exterior influence is applicable to all the 
harbors of the Carolinas and Georgia. There can be 
no difficulty in obtaining eligible sites for a navy 
yard, whenever it may be resolved to establish one in 
Charleston. 

BEAUFORT, 8. C. 


This harbor was surveyed by Lieutenant Stockton 
in 1828. His report has been tested by soundings 
and observation, and its general correctness ascer- 
tained. The arm of the sea which enters between 
Hunting and Hilton’s islands is known a3 Port Royal 
sound. It is sufficiently deep and capacious to ac- 
commodate the largest fleets, but, like all the ports 
south of the Chesapeake, labors under the disadvan- 
tage of having a bar placed atits entrance. From 
the bar to Beaufort the distance is about 18 miles. 
A better position for a mavy yard can be found in the 
vicinity of Beaufort than at the town. The bar has 
an average depth of 17 feet, which permits, with a 
full tide, the passage of a frigate. Beaufort is placed 
ia the line of internal navigation between Charleston 
and Savannah, and hence, if blockaded by an enemy 





by sea, has a safe and speedy transport of supplies. 
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The absence of a fresh water river and marshes 
seems to assure as great a degree of health as in any 
of the southern harbors. 


SAVANNAH, GEORGIA. 


The bar at the mouth of the Savannah river is the 
deepest and most accessible of any on the southern 
coast. The average depth is 19 teet at low water ; 
and hence, with a full tide, a frigate may pass in 
safety. But although thus favored at the entrance, 
these advantages are soon lost in ascending the river. 
The first point of effectual defence, salubrity, and lo- 
cality for a navy yard, is Cockspur island, situated five 
miles within the bar, and two miles within the river ; 
but a frigate cannot reach this point, by reason of an 
extensive sand-bank half» mile below it, on which 
but 14 feet, at Jow water, can he obtained. In as- 
cending still farther up, the shoals arc frequent, and 
of less draught of water ; and the river, at “rst brack- 
ish, becomes fresh ; and hence, in so low a latitude, 





and surrounded by marshes, is unhealthy in summer. 
* DARIEN, GEORGIA. 


Merchant ships of heavy burden can enter the port 
of Darien ; but it is unsuitable to naval purposes, by 
reason of its unfavorable locality, being surrounded by 
swamps and morasses, and on account of its being 
placed on a fresh water river, which in so low a lati- 
tude must cause unhealthiness. The port of Darien 
can have no greater pretension than the ingress of a 
sloop of war; and, hence, cannot compete with the 
deeper harbors in the same State. 


BRUNSWICK, GEORGIA. 


The waters forming the port of Brunswick are ge- 
nerally designated as Turtle river; but, properly 
speaking, it is an arm of the sea, which, entering be- 
tween the islands of Jekyl and St. Simon’s, flows in- 
to the interior for upwards of 20 miles, forming a 
wide, deep, and swift column. Ag no fresh water 
river empties into this basin, it is always salt, free 
from freshets and alluvial deposites ; and hence, from 
an early period of time, no change whatever has been 
perceptible in the soundings or general character of 
the port. From the large islands of St. Simon’s and 
Jekyl, (which are distant from each other about one 
mile,) and running seaward for six miles, are found 
jutting twoextensive sand-pits. At low water por- 
tions of them are Jaid bare; and unless the sea is un- 
usually smooth, they form, in nearly their whole ex- 
tent, lines of continuous breakers. Between these 
lines of surf lies the channel, which is three quarters 
of a mile wide between the spit-heads, and which en- 
larges toa mile soon after entering. Between the 
spit-heads we found 22 feet at low water. Proceed- 
ing towards the land, by traversing the whole breadth 
of the channel, the soundings gradually shoaled to 18 
feet, which is the least draught of water found in the 
channel-way. About one mile within the spit-heads 
is the *‘ middle ground,” which is a bank of sand rest- 
ing on the southern or Jekyl spit, and jutting into the 
channel way some 200 fathoms ; but leaving a suffi- 
ciently wide 18 feet passage towards the St. Simon or 
northern spit, for a large ship even with an adverse 
wind: the middle ground has but 14 feet at low wa- 
ter. Entering still further up, the soundings gradu- 
ally grow deeper, so that when between the islands 
it has obtained a depth of 12 fathoms. The vessel is 
now in safety. On the right is St. Simon’s sound, 
which, together with similar watercourses still further 
north, affords a safe internal navigation to steamboats 
and craft to Savannah and Chadleston. To the left 
is the arm of the sea, (called the Turtle river,) from 
which, by Jekyl and Cumberland sounds, is a south- 
ern internal navigation as far as St. Mary’s. The 
course from sea to the mouth of the harbor is nearly 
west-northwest, keeping the northern breakers on 
board ; the channel then runs south and southwest- 
erly; and, making a short turn to the northwest, we 
rive at the town of Brunswick—insignificant at 


present, but destined, we believe, through her rail- 
road and canal, to future importance. A shoal of 
soft mud, close to and below the town, on which but 
12 feet can be found at low water, seems to indicate 
some other point in the harbor as a more suitable po- 
sition for a navy yard. We believe Bythe’s island, 
on the opposite shore, to be the most eligible. It 
contains some hundred acres, covered with timber, 
and every way convenient for wharves, docks, &e., 
and for a nursery of the live oak; it is distant from 
Brunswick two miles, and has bold water to within 
a few fathoms ofthe shore. There is no doubt that 
the port may be strongly fortified ‘The islands of St. 
Simon and Jekyl present suitable positions for ex- 
tensive works; and a sand shoal two miles within 
and in the centre of the river (dry at low water) af- 
fords a third basis for a powerful defence, and steam 
batteries will complete the whole. The average rise 
of the tide is six feet, which gives, at high water, on 
the bar, 24 feet ; sufficient for a frigate. It is deem- 
ed healthy; and the absence of a fresh water river, or 
fresh Water swainps, seems to justify the opinion. 


ST. MARY’S, GEORGIA. 

The harbor of St. Mary*s, on the south frontier of 
Georgia, has a bar very similar to that of Charleston 
in its general features and depth of Water; it is sub- 
ject to the same vicissitudes from great gales. In 20 
years the ship channel has been forced to the south- 
ward; and the site of the passage, where formerly 
passed the largest sloop of war in the navy, is now 
filled up to eight feet. Uunder the most favorable 
circumstances of wind and tide, the present ship 
channel may be stated at 13 feet at low water; the 
average rise of the tide is six feet. The localities 
are unfavorable for the establishment of a navy yard ; 
and, regarding the harbor in every light, we feel 
compelled to express an opinion adversely to St. Ma- 
ry’s as a port suitable for naval purposes. 


KEY WEST AND THE TORTUGAS. 


Circumstances beyond our control, and known to 
the department, have prevented an extension of our 
survey to Key West and the Tortugas; but our 
knowledge of those places, obtained in the course of 
service, justifies us in pronouncing an opinion adverse 
to them for the establishment ofa navy yard. 

Key West is but a small island, distant from the 
main; and the Tortugas, a cluster of islands still 
smaller. The one can have but limited resource ; 
the other none whatever, not even fresh water. Be- 
ing islands, and incapable of succor in the presence 
of a superior force, they must eventually fall, when 
cut off from supplies. The more valuable either 
might become by the establishment of a navy yard, 
the more it would invite attack from a powerful ene- 
my. Their position is no doubt commanding, but 
we deem them not worthy of greater value, when for- 
tified, than to afford a rendezvous to our cruisers, and 
to give shelter and protection to them when pressed 
by a pursuing enemy. 

THE COMPARISON, 


The undersigned, in obedienee to a resolution of 
the Senate, have arrived at the point where they are 
directed to report on “the comparative advantages 
and facilities of ports south of the Chesapeake, for 
the establishment of a navy yard.”” Depth of water 
and easy access being objects of the first eonsidera- 
tion, they are of opinion that the ports of Charleston, 
Darien, and St. Mary’s, being deficient in depth of 
water to permit the entrance of alarger ship than a 
sloop of war, are unfit to compete with the frigate 
harbors of Beaufort, Savannah, and Brunswick. 

The preference is narrowed down to one of these ; 
and having duly weighed their relative pretensions, 
we have no hesitation in preferring Brunswick.— 
Beaufort must yield to her in the essential points of 
depth of water, easy access, and capability of defence. 





Savannah must give way, for her easier access and 
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greater depth of water on the bar cannot be carried 
up the river to a site safe from the sea and an enemy, 
and applicable to the establishment of a navy yard. 
Ifa frigate could but reach Cockspur island, the 
opinion a in favor of Brunswick might be 
recalled. Brunswick is the most southern frigate 
harbor on the Atlantic seaboard. Placed near the 
great outlet of the commerce of the West Indies and 
the Gulf of Mexico, her position in a state of mari- 
time warfare would be invaluable, since the naviga- 
ting interests of an enemy must pass by her door. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
M. T. WOOLSEY, 
ALEX. CLAXTON, 
E. R. SHUBRICK. 
December 20, 1836. 
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From the Ballimore Chronicle. 
GENERAL MORDECAI GIST. 


The picture gallery connected with the museum 
of this city has long been enriched with portraits of 
many of the most eminent men of our country. The 
collection, however, does not embrace all who have 
claims upon our respect and gratitude, and the pro- 
prietor, some time since, invited the possessors of 
portraits of distinguished citizens of our State, to 

lace them in the saloon for exhibition. The public 
Mave accordingly been lately gratified with an op- 
portunity of inspecting the portraits of Chase, Paca, 
and Stone; three of the signers of the Declaration of 
Independence from Maryland. 

There has recently been added the portrait of a 
military officer of high rank—Gen. Mordecai Gist, a 
native of Maryland, who bore a conspicuous part in 
asserting and maintaining the independence of his 
country. 

This portrait was copied by Mr. Terry of this 
city, an artist of great merit, from an original by 
Charles Wilson Peale, in the possession of the vener- 
able Col. JosHua Gist, of Frederick county, who, 
now in his ninetieth year, has survived his brother 
almost half a century. 

Animated by the spirit of patriotism that distin- 

uished the period, Gen. Gist was very early in 
the contest, being in January, 1775, in command of 
the « Baltimore Independent Company,”’ the first vol- 
unteer company, we believe, ever raised in this city, 
for the defence of our violated rights. In January, 
1776, ‘ The Delegates of the Freemen of Maryland, 
in Convention” appointed him “second Major of the 
Battalion of Regular Troops to be raised in this Pro- 
vince for the defence of the liberties thereof.” 

He was afterwards raised to the command ofa Re- 
iment; and in January, 1779, Congress advanced 
im to the rank of Brigadier General; conferring on 

him the command of the secord brigade of the 
Maryland fline,—Gen. Smallwood having the com- 
mand of the “ First Brigade.”? In June, 1782, on 
remodelling the «‘ Light Corps ” of the army, Gene- 
ral Greene gave the command of it to General Grst 
—having under hitn Col. Baylor as commandant of 
the cavalry, and Lieut. Col. Laurens, as command- 
ant of the infantry. 

In so brief and imperfect a sketch as this necessa- 
rily is, it is not our purpose to follow the subject of 
it through the various vicissitudes of that long and 
evant emai: yet we cannot resist the inclina- 
tion to introduce Gen. Lee’s account of the battle of 
Camden, in which Gen. Gist hada distinguished 

art. Disastrous and unexpected as was the issue of 

hat memorable engagement—which withered the 
well-won laurels of the hero of Saratoga, and termi- 
nated his military life forever,—yet as Marylanders, 
we have reason to feel proud of the signal gallantry 
displayed by the Maryland line on that, a3 well as 





many other occasions. Indeed had the conduct of 
the troops equalled that of the Maryland and Bela- 
ware lines, the result would have been very different, 
and Gen. Gates would not only have avoided the to- 
tal eclipse of his military reputation—and our country 
a severe and discouraging blow—but the life of one 
of our most ardent champions,—the chivalrous Baron 
de Kalb—might have perhaps been spared. This 
gallant officer, pierced with wounds expired on the 
third day after the battle, when “perceiving the ap- 
proach of death, he requested his Aid-de-camp, the 
chevalier Dubuisson, to express in his name, to 
Generals Gist and Smallwood, his high sense ot the 
valor displayed in the battle of Camden, by the re- 
gular troops of Maryland and Delaware.” 


‘Gen. Gates arrayed his army,” says Gen. Lee, in 
his memoirs of the war in the Southern Department 
ofthe United States, “with promptitude. The se- 
cond Brigade of Maryland, with the regiment of De- 
laware under Gen. Gist, took the right; the Brigade 
of North Carolina militia, led by Brigadier Caswell, 
the centre ; and that of Virginia, under Brigadier 
Stevens, the left. The first brigade of Maryland 
was formed in reserve, under the command of Gen. 
Smallwood.” ‘ Major Gen. Baron de Kalb, charged 
with the line of battle, took post on the right; while 
the general-in-chief, superintending the whole, placed 
himself on the road between the line and the reserve. 
The light of day dawned—the signal for battle. In- 
stantly our centre opened its artillery, and the left of 
our line under Stevens was ordered to advance. The 
veterans of the enemy, composing its right, were of 
course opposed to the Virginia militia; whereas they 
ought to have been faced by the Continental brigade. 
Stevens, however, exhorting his soldiers to rely on the 
bayonet, advanced with his accustomed intrepidity. 
Lieut. Col. Otho Williams, adjutant omen pre- 
ceded him with a band of volunteers, in order to in- 
vite the fire of the enemy before they were in reach 
of the militia, that experience of its inefficacy might 
encourage the latter to do theirduty. The British 
General, closely watching our motions, discovered 
this movement of the left, and gave orders to Webster 
to lead into battle with the right. The command was 
executed with the characteristic courage and intelli- 
gence of that officer. Our left was instantly over- 
powered by the assault, and the brave Stevens had to 
endure the mortifying spectacle exhibited by his fly- 
ing brigade. Withoutexchanging more than one fire 
with the enemy, they threw away their arms, and 
sought that safety in flight, which generally can only 
be obtained by courageous resistance. The North 
Carolina brigade, imitating that on the left, followed 
the shameful example. Stevens, Caswell, and Gates 
himself struggled to stop the fugitives, and rally them 
for battle ; but every noble feeling of the heart was 
sunk in base solicitude to preserve life; and having 
no cavalry to assist their exertions, the attempted re- 
clamation failed entirely. The continental troops, 
with Dixon’s regiment of North Carolinians, were left 
to oppose the enemy, every corps of whose army was 
acting with the most determined resolution. De 
Kalb and Gist yet held the battle on our right in sus- 
pense. Lieut. Col. Howard, atthe head of Williams’ 
regiment, drove the corps in front out of line. Raw- 
don could not bring the brigade of Gist to recede ; 
bold was the pressure of the foe—firm as a rock the 
resistance of Gist. Now the Marylanders were gain- 
ing ground; but the deplorable desertion of the militia 
having left Webster unemployed, that discerning sol- 
dier detached some light troops with Tarleton’s ca- 
valry in pursuit, and opposed himself to the reserve 
brought up by Smallwood to — the fugitives. 
Here the battle was renewed with fierceness and ob- 
stinacy. The Marylanders, with Dixon’s regiment, 
although greatly outnumbered, firmly maintained the 
desperate conflict ; and De Kalb now finding his once 
exposed flank completely covered, resorted to the bay- 
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onet. Dreadful wat the charge! In one point of the 
line the enemy were driven before us with the loss of 
many prisoners. But while Smallwood covered the 
flank of the second brigade, his left became exposed ; 
and Webster, never omitting to seize every advantage, 
turned the light infantry and twenty-third regiment 
on his open flank. Smallwood, however, sustained 
himself with undiminished vigour ; but, borne down 
at last by superiority of force, the first brigade rece- 
ded. Soon it returned to the line of battle ; again it 

ve ground, and again it rallied. Meanwhile De 

alb, with our right, preserved a conspicuous supe- 
riority. Lord Cornwallis, sensible ot the advantages 
gained, and aware of the difficulty to which we were 
subjected by the shameful flight of our left, concen- 
trated his force, and made a decisive charge. Our 
brave troops were broken; and his lordship, follow- 
ing up the blow, compelled the intrepid Marylanders 
to abandon the unequal contest. To the woods and 


these gallant soldiers were compelled to fly. The 
pursuit was continued with keenness, and none were 
sived but those who penetrated swamps which had 
been deemed impassable. The road was heaped with 
the dead and wounded. Arms, artillery, horses and 
baggage, were strewed in every direction, and the 
whole adjacent country presented evidence of the 
signal defeat.” 

After the close of the war, Gen. Gist retired to a 





all wagonsand carts removed that might facilitate the 
movement of their baggage and stores. 

«‘ I shall not enlarge upon this occasion, nor enter 
into a more minute detail for your conduct, observing 
at the same time, that the situation of the enemy 
calls loudly for the exertions of all, and that I cannot 
but recommend the strictest care, attention, and dis- 
patch in executing the objects of your command. ~ 

« You will speak to the quarter master and com- 
missaries of provisions and forage, and agree with 
them upon a mode by which you may be supplied 
with such necessaries as you may have occasion for 
in the line of their respective departments. 

« There is one thing more which I would mention, 
viz :—if there should be any mills in the neighbour- 
hood of the enemy, and which may be liable to fall 
into their hands, the runners should. be removed and 
secured. This can be of no injury, or but a tempo- 
rary one to the proprietors, while it will effectually 
prevént the enemy from using the mills. Grain, too, 
should be carried out of their way, as far as circum- 
stances will admit. 

«Given at Wilmington, this 31st day of Aug. 1777. 

“G. WASHINGTON.” 





From the Globe. 
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plantation in South Carolina, near Charleston, in 
which city he died within a few years afterwards. 

The portrait—the exhibition of which has occa- 
sioned this slight notice—well expresses the beaut 
of countenance and feature, which, with a command- 
ing person and accomplished manners, so particularly 
characterised the original. 

LETTER From Gen. Wasuincton. — A friend 
has placed in our hands an original letter from Gen. 
Washington to the late Gen. Gist, of this state, which 
we think worth publication, as exhibiting the minute- 
ness and precision With which the commander-in- 
chief of the army of the Revolution directed all the 
movements of his subordinates. 


“To Coronet Morpecar Gist. 
‘* Sir :—The Congress having called upon the State 
of Maryland to furnish a number of militia to assist 
in repelling the invasion of the enemy by way of 
Chesapeake Bay, and appointed Brigadier Smallwood 
and yourself, to arrange, conduct, and command them, 
you are to repair, without loss of time, to Georgetown 
on Sassafras, on the eastern shore of that State, or 
elsewhere on the east side of Chesapeake Bay, where 
the militia are assembling for the purpose aforesaid, 
and to arrange and form them as soon as possible into 
the best order you can ; which having done, you are 
to march them immediately towards the head of Elk, 
within a convenient distance to harrass and annoy the 
enemy’s right flank and the parties they may send 
out, either while they remain there, or in any march 
they may aitempt towards Philadelphia, or into the 
country. For this purpose you will occupy the best 
posts you can, having regard to the security of your 
corps against sudden attacks and surprises by the 
enemy. To prevent the latter, it will be necessary to 
keep out constant patroles and scouting parties, and 
you will also use every means in your power to obtain 
good information of their situation and the earliest in- 
telligence of their designs and intended movements. 

«« You will report to me an account of your arrival 
at the place above, the amount of your force, and 
every occurrence, from time to time, that you may 
consider material and necessary. 

“Ina peculiar manner you will extend your care 
to the cattle, horses and stock of all kinds, lying con- 
tiguous to the enemy, and within such distance that 
there may be a probability of their falling into their 
hands. These must be driven out of their reach, and 


RevzseNn JAMES was born in the county of Sussex, 
state of Delaware, in 1777, and when quite a lad en- 
tered the merchant service ; in 1797, while on board 


|an American privateer, engageda French privateer off 


the island of Guadaloupe, in which he was captured. 
He returned to the United States, and entered the 
naval service, sailed in the frigate Constellation, Com. 
Truxtun, and “in February, 1799, fell in with the 
French frigate L’ Insurgente, and in a close action 
of an hour and a half compelled her to strike. The 
rate of the Constellation was 32 guns, that of the Le 
Insurgente 40. The former had 3 men wounded and 
none killed; the latter had 41 wounded, 29 killed.” 
Refitted and put to sea “‘in February, 1800, engaged 
the Le Vengeance of 54 guns, in the evening, the 
action continned with great obstinacy on both sides 
until one o’clock, when the Le Vengeance was com- 
pletely silenced, but sheered off during the night, in 
consequence of the Constellation losing her main- 
mast. Com. John Rodgers, the senior captain in the 
navy at this time, served as first lieutenant during the 
first engagement. 

He next shipped on board the frigate President, and 
sailed under Com. Dale, in 1801, for the protection of 
our commerce in the Mediterranean against the Bar- 
bary powers ; his term of service expiring while at sea, 
he reshipped on board the frigate Chesapeake to con- 
tinue the sameservice. In the harbour of Gibraltar, 
he volunteered on board the schooner Enterprise, 
Lieutenant, now Com. Hull; gave chase to a Tripo- 
litan sloop of war, which after some sharp shooting 
blew up, it is supposed by accident. 

In 1803 he was one of 60 men selected by Lieuten- 
ant Decatur to destroy the frigate Philadelphia, which 
had surrendered in consequence of accidentally get- 
ting aground within fhe harbor of Tripoli, and was 
then at anchor within halfa gun shot of the Bashaw’s 
castle, surrounded by cruisers and gun boats. 

This bold undertaking was accomplished in the 

most gallant manner, and wes pronounced by Lord 
Nelson “the most bold and daring act of the age.” 
And we add with much regret, that even at this late 
day, the prize money so nobly earned has never been 
awarded to the captors. 
In 1804 Com. Preble planned an attack upon the 
battery and vessels, by means of the battery and gun 
boats, which was carried into execution on the 3d of 
August. 


The first division of gun boats was in command of 
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Captain Decatur, who had been promoted for his gal- 
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lant achievement in the destruction of the Philadel- 
phia. Reuben James was on board the same boat 
with him, and during the engagement saved the life 
of Captain Decatur by an act of the greatest bravery 
and attachment to his commander; the incident is 
thus narrated in the Naval Temple, page 31 and 82. 

‘At this moment Captain Decatur was informed 
that the gunboat commanded by his brother had en- 
gaged and captured a boat belonging to the enemy, 
but that his brother, as he was stepping on board, was 
treachoursly shot by the Tripolitan commander, who 
made off with his boat. Captain Decatur immediately 
pursued the murderer, who was retreating witbin 
the lines; having succeeded in coming alongside, he 
boarded with only eleven men. A doubtful contest 
of twenty minutes ensued. Decatur immediately at- 
tacked the Tripolitan commander, who was armed 
with a spear and cutlass. In parrying the Turk’s 
spear, Decatur broke his sword close to the hilt, and 
received a slight wound in the right arm and breast, 
but having seized the spear he closed, and after a vio- 
lent struggle both fell, Decatur uppermost. The 
Turk then drew a dagger from his belt, but Decatur 
caught hold of his arm, drew a pistol from his pocket, 
and shot him. 

“While they were thus struggling, the crews of 
both ‘vessels rushed to the assistance of their com- 
manders, and so desperate had the contest around 
them been, that it was with difficulty that Decatur 
could extricate himself from the killed and wounded 
that had fallen around him. In this affair an Ameri- 
can manifested the most heroic courage and attach- 
ment to his commander. Decatur, in the struggles 
was attacked in the rear by a Tripolitan, who had 
aimed a blow at his head, which must have proved 
fatal, had not this generous minded tar, then danger- 
ously wounded and deprived of the ust of both his 
hands, rnshed between him and his sabre, the stroke 
of which he received on his head, whereby he was 
severely wounded. This hero, however, survived, 
and now receives a pension from his grateful coun- 
isy.” 

— James is still living, but has never received 
a pension for his services. 

Soon alter this event, Captain Robinson purchased 
four gun boats in the Gulf ot Venice, and being scarce 
of officers, the subject of this memoir was assigned the 
command of oneotthem. He was separated from the 
others at sea, and was picked up by a Venetian ship, 
and carried to Messina, and placed in charge of the 
American consul. He was transferred to the brig 
Syren, Captain Smith, and appointed as acting gun- 
ner, at which duty he remained until the treaty of 
peace with Tripoli, when he returned to the United 
States in gunboat No. 6, Captain Lawrence, after an 
absence of nearly six years. 

During the embargo, he served on board the frigate 
Chesapeake, and aiterwards on board the United 
States, Captain Decatur, as guard-ship at Norfolk, 
until the declaration of war, when they put to sea ; 
during her second cruise, on the -25th October, en- 
gaged and captured the British frigate Macedonian, 
in which the disparity of loss was astonishingly great : 
on the part of the enemy, one hundred and tour were 
killed and wounded: that of the Americans but 
eleven. 

Refitted in New York, and put to sea; fell in with 
the British squadron, which gave chase, but the Uni- 
ted States escaped by running into the harbor of New 
London. 

From the United States he was transferred to the 
frigate President, with Commodore Decatur, and 
fought on board with her when she whipped the En- 
dymion, and was captured by the British squadron 
off Sandy Hook : ‘n this engagement he received three 
wounds, , 

War being declared immediately thereafter against 
Algiers, Reuben James sailed on board the Guerriere, 
Cominodore Decatur, for the Mediterranean, where 
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they fell in with and captured the Algerine frigate 
with theiradmiral, and proceeded to Algiers, where a 
treaty was made, highly honorable to the Americans ; 
after which he returned to the United States. 

His next service was in the cruise of the Indepen- 
dence 74, Commodore Bainbridge, and after that in the 
Guerriere, Commodore Macdonough, in the Mediter- 
ranean. 

His next re-shipment of three years, he served 
under Commodore Porter on the West India Station 
in his cruizes against the pirates, in which many 
dangers were encountered from the enemy and dis- 
ease. After the difficulties on that station were 
settled, he sailed for the Pacific, with Commodore 
Thompson, where he remained three years. 

His next term of service he passed on board the 
receiving ship at Norfolk, after which he re-shipped 
on board the Brandywine, and sailed for the South 
Seas, from which station he was returned in conse- 
quence of ill health, and arrived at Norfolk hospital 
in 1835. ; 

His health having sufficiently recovered, he came 
on to Washington in October last, for the purpose of 
obtaining a pension ; being 60 years of age, and hav- 
ing served 33 years in the American navy, during all 
its most active service. 

Soon after his arrival in Washington, his right leg, 
which had been injured by a musket ball some years 
previous, became extensively diseased, in consequence 
of which he was ordered by the secretary of the navy 
to the naval hospital on the station, where it was found 
that the —_ means by which his life could be saved 
was a speedy amputation. 

He “thought it hard that he should be put under 
jurymasts now that he was laid up,” but at once con- 
sented to the operation, which he bore without a mur- 
mur, carefully observing every step of the operation. 
He lost much blood in consequence of the diseased 
condition of the blood vessels, and violent symptoms 
of lockjaw followed. When the spasms were most se- 
vere, and deglutition and articulation both very diffi- 
cult, he abandoned all hopes of recovery, and begged 
of his surgeon Dr. J. M. Foltz, of the United States 
Navy, to ‘ ease hiin off handsomely,” exhibiting a de- 
gree of resignation and fortitude seldom to be met 
with. He, however, soon commenced improving; 
when it was necessary to use stimulants, he was asked 
which he would prefer, brown stout or brandy toddy. 
His reply was, with the true spirit of an « old salty” 
«« Suppose, doctor, you give us both.” The maximum 
pension that can be allowed him by the navy depart- 
ment has been granted, about $100 per annum, which 
is not sufficient to board and clothe him ; ** and now 
that he is grown too old to fight, he is left either to beg 
or to starve, whichever may best suit his conveni- 
ence,” unless Congress should grant him a pension, 
which would make him comfortable for the short time 
which will be yet allowed him to live. 
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COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION. 
From the Baltimore American, Feb. 7. 


Mr. McKeon, Chairman of the Committee on Com- 
merce, has submitted to Congress the report of the 
Committee on the resolution requiring them “to in- 
quire into the expediency of repealing all laws autho- 
rising protections to be issued to American seamen, 
and to inquire into the expediency of abolishing all 
fees for the protection of seamen.” The committee, 
after a thorough examination of the subject, as shown 
by their report, which details the whole history of 
the difficulties relating to impressment, are of opinion 
that all existing laws should be repealed, the national 
flag being, in theirestimation, the only protection to 
which our citizens should look. In reference to the 





papers with which a ship should be supplied, the 
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number is limited to those required under the law of 
nations, which are as follows : hee 
1. The Passport, Sea Brief, or Sea Letter.—This is 
a permission from the neutral State to the captain or 
master of the ship to proceed to the voyage proposed, 
and usually contains his name and residence; the 





name, property: description, tonnage and destination | P 
e 


of the ship; the nature and quantity of the cargo ; 
the place from whence it comes and its destination, 
with such other matters as the practice of the place 
requires. 

2. The proofs of property.—These ought to show 
that the ship really belongs to the subjects of a neu- 
tral State (this is shown by ourregister.) If she ap- 
pear to be either belligerent, or to have been built in 
the enemy’s country, proof is generally required, that 
she was purchased by the neutral before, or captured, 
and legally condemned andesold to the neutral, after 


of sale properly authenticated, ought to be produced. 

3. The Muster Roll.—This, which the French call 
role d’equipage, contains the names, ages, quality, 
place of residence, and above all, the place of birth, of 
every person of the ship’s company. This document 
is of great use in — a ship’s neutrality. 

4. The Charter Party.— When the ship is chartered, 
this instrument serves to authenticate many of the 
facts on which the truth of her neutrality must rest, 
and should therefore be always found on board char- 
tered ships. 





5. The Bills of Lading.—By these, the captain ac- 
knowledges the receipt of the goods specified therein, 
and promises to deliver them to the consignee or his 
order. 

6. The Invoices.—These contain the particulars, 
and prices of each parcel of goods, with the amount 
of the freight, duties, and other charges thereon, 
which are usually transmitted from the shippers to 
their factors or consignees. 

7. The Log Book or Ship’s Journal.—This contains 
a minute account of the ship’s course, with a short 
history of every occurrence during the voyage. 

8. The Bill of Health._—This is a certificate, pro- 
perly authenticated, that the ship comes from a place 
where no contagious distemper prevails ; and that 
none of the crew, at the time of her departure, were 
infected with any such disorder. These documents 
are on reference found to be important and necessary. 
When a vessel of the United States is found with 
these documents, nothing more can be required of 
her, and any legislation which admits the necessity 
of further proof, must be tolerated at the sacrifice of 
that equality which we should maintain with the 
other neutral powers of the world. 

The reasons assigned for the repeal of the acts of 
1796 are that— 

“It hasintroduced a regulation productive of frauds. 
It places our seamen under an obligation to obtain 
documents wholly useless, and at the same time ex- 
pensive. It is objected to by the most prominent 
statesmen in the nation, and in the opinion of our 
public agents unnecessary. 


_ “It has been, and might be, claimed as an admis- 
sion of the right put forward by Great Britain, to 
seize all our seamen who have not these protections. 


And that 


** The interests of the nation require that the rights 
of neutrals should be maintained, and the honor of the 
country demands that the flag of the country shall be 
inviolate, and the only protection of those who place 
themselves under it.” 


_A Bill is reported providing for seamen being fur- 
nished with such passports as will place them on a 
footing with ws American citizens when in a fo- 
reigu country—the passports so issued to be signed 
by the Collectors of the ports where they may be 
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Inrerestinc To Sattors.—We learn that a gen- 
tleman in this city has been for some time past pre- 
wwe a work, which is intended especially for the 

enefit of the seafaring class of our community, and 
which will be published in this city in the course of 
afew months. It is designed to be a Sailor’s com- 
anion—a vade mecum, which will assist the inmates 
of the forecastle in acquiring an education, and which 
will also remind them of their moral and social du- 
ties. The first part will consist of the principles of 
navigation, furnished in a condensed, but plain and 
comprehensive style, containing all that is necessa- 
ry to instruct the learner to keep a ship’s reckoning, 

nd the latitude in various modes—and the time and 
longitude by chronometer and lunar observation—al- 
so the use of the compass—various modes of ascer- 
taining the raté of a ship through the water, and the 
uses of the thermometer and barometer at sea, with 
useful hints and suggestions on various subjects. 
The second part will contain all the tables which are 

enerally deemed necessary in navigating a ship, 
Kee. The third part will contain various chapters 
on subjects of a moral nature, intended to elevate the 
character of the American Sartor in the scale of 
society, and place him in the rank which he deserves. 
The subjects of intemperance, licentiousness, profa- 
nity, gambling, boarding houses, conduct at sea and 
on shore, with the general duties of a sailor, of an 
officer, and of ashipmaster, will be fully treated of— 
and in a manner which we feel assured will meet the 
approbation of the most distinguished friends of this 
neglected class of the community, and — exem- 
~_ by narratives taken from real life, will proba- 

ly be 2 ap egere | and attractive to the sailor. The 
work will be published in one portable volume, and 
offered at a cheap rate, so that the expense will be no 
bar to its extensive circulation. 

It is evident that such a work, if judiciously pre- 
pared by a person well qualified for the task, by a 
thorough knowledge of nautical life and of the sea- 
man’s character, will be of vast benefit so the AME- 
RICAN SAtLor.— Boston Journal. 





SeamMAn’s Arp Societies.—The fourth Annual 
Report of the Boston Seaman’s Aid Society, made 
on the 10th ult. presents a very flattering picture of 
its operation the past year. This is certainly one of 
the noblest enterprises of the age—and it must be 
gratifying to the excellent hearts engaged in it, that 
as a society they enjoy the privilege of being the al- 
moner of so much good to the poor and needy. From 
very small beginnings, and associated efforts, the Bos- 
ton Society has, within four years, raised itself to an 
enviable position among the benevolent institutions 
of New England. The Report states that within the 
last year the Society have received— 


In subscriptions and donations % 2,333 
From sales at the clothing store 5,560 
Paid to workmen 1,423 
Given in charity 426 28 


Paid for school for daughters ofseamen, 


books, &ce. 200 
Expenses of the store 300 
And have now on hand goods and gar- 

ments, at cost, to the value of 4,350 


The plan of this society is admirable. It does not 
propose, except in a few specified cases, to give alms. 
Its design is, rather to FURNISH EMPLOYMENT for 
poor females belonging to families of seamen, and to 
encourage them to industry. It also provides a 
school for the gratuitous instruction of the daughters 
of seamen. Its object is to arp the wives and chil- 
dren of poor seamen, by giving the former, who must 
either be aided by employment or alms, good prices 
for their labor, and to the latter such instruction as 
may fit them for the duties of life Such a Society 
should exist in each seaport town from one end ef the 





granted, as in cases of registers of vessels. 


continent to the other, as an helper of those who 
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from pure misfortune are unable to help themselves. ! 


The Boston Society is formed of ladies, exclusive- 
ly—and it gives us pleasure to state that the good and 
venerable matrons of our own New Bedford have, 
with their daughters, recently associated in the no- 
ble work, and = already invested something like 
a thousand dollars as a capital to operate with. Our 
Boston friends may be assured that their plan of ope- 
ration meets with a warm response here,—and we 
are ready to strive with them from year to year, to 
see which of the places shall—circumstances consi- 
dered—accomplish the greatest good in this glorious 
cause.—New Bedford Gazette. 





A correspondent of the Boston Daily Advertiser, 
in an article on the subject of British and American 
steamboats, estimates the tonnage of the latter, at the 
present time, at 150,000 tons—being probably three 
times as many as are in all Great Britain, and twice 
as many as are in all the world, including Great Bri- 
tain. The cost of the American boats is estimated 
to be about thirty-six millions of dollars. In regard 
to the honor of the discovery of the practical appli- 
cation of steam to the propulsion of boats, the writer 
says :— 

Many unworthy attempts have been made by 
British writers to deprive Fulton of the honor of this 
glorious invention—by bringing forward as compe- 
titors, men who never would have been known to 
the public, but from their endeavors to wrest from an 
American, and appropriate to their own nation, this 
greatest discovery of modern times. The London 
Quarterly review claims the invention for one Jona- 
than Hull, who about a century ago, took out a pa- 
tent for a boat which he proposed to build, a deserip- 
tion of which, witha print of the boat, was published 
by him. But Hull, and his book, had long been for- 
gotten, when a copy of the latter was found, anda 
claim raised upon it in his favor, as the inventor of 
steamboats. A copy of the print of his boat may be 
seen in the late edition of the Encyclopedia Britanni- 
ca, and in several other publications; a moment’s 
inspection of which must convince any one that Ful- 
ton (ifhe had ever heard of Hull and his project, 
which he probably never had) could have borrowed 
nothing of him. ‘Iwo other men have been brought 
forward as the inventors, Miller and Symmington ; 
one of them, (we think the former) had conceived 
a plan for propelling boats by means of paddles, fixed 
to windlasses, and the other proposed that the ma- 
chinery should be moved by steam power; they ac- 
cordingly clubbed their wits, and built a boat, which 
after one or two trials was abandoned as useless.— 
Another competitor has been brought forward by the 
name of Bell, a carpenter; this man, after having 
been employed some time in putting up the machine- 
ry in steamboats in the United States, returned to 
Scotland and there built a boat, after the model of 
those he had seen in this country, which was called 
the Comet, and was the first steamboat ever built 1n 
Great Britain, which answered the purpose for which 
it was built; nor was this till five years after they 
had been running in the United States. But Bell 
is entitled to the praise of having introduced this 
American invention into Great Britain. 

Captain Hall has the fairness to omit that Fulton’s 
claim to the invention, is the same as that of Watt’s 
to the steain engine ;—we think that it is greater.— 
Steam engines had been invented and so far improved 
as to be in extensive use before Watt introduced his 
very valuable improvements, but no steamboat was 
in use when Fulton Jaunched his on the Hudson; 
every former attempt had been given up as hopeless. 





From the Baltimore American, Feb 2. 
We find in a communication to the Portland Adver- 
tiser on the subject of steam, some very interesung 
remarks on the application of heat, with a view to 





a ——————_—______ | 
ascertaining the precise point at which it can be made 
with the greatest possible effect. It is there stated, 
that the fuel, of whatever sort, should always be dry, 
as the heat used in expelling the moisture only creates 
a steam which passes off through the flue, and is pro- 
ductive of no useful effect. The following table, 
showing the weight of the different kinds of wood 
therein named, per cord, and their proportionate 
value for fuel, contains the results of Bull’s experi-~ 
ments made at Philadelphia, and inay prove interest- 
ing to those who are curious in pas matters. The 
trials were made in a small close room, and proved 
by thermometrical observations : 


Pounds per cord. Per cent of compara 


tive value. 
Hickory 4469 100 
Pignut 4241 95 
Chesnut Oak 3955 86 
White Oak 3821 81 
Red Oak 3254 69 
Yellow Oak 2919 60 
White Ash 3450 77 
Black Birch 3115 63 
White Birch 2369 48 
Rock Maple 2878 60 
White Maple 2668 54 
Yellow Pine 2463 54 
Pitch Pine 1904 43 
White Pine 1868 42 





TO NAVIGATORS. 


The subjoined directions are copied from the Baha- 
mian:—Drrections for sailing in over Nassau 
Bar, during stormy weather, when a Pilot Boat 
cannot go out. . 

Vessels approaching Nassau in tempestuous weath- 
er, when a Pilot cannot cross the Bar, by observing 
the following directions, may come safe over, when 
the Pilot will be ready to receive and conduct them 
to their anchorage. ' : 

On a white flag being hoisted on the point of Hog 
Island, near the Light House, a pilot boat, with a 
small white flag flying, will be in readiness within 
the bar ; the vessel will then steer in, giving the point 
of Hog Island about eighty fathoms distance, and 
keeping Toney’s Rock, (a small rock within the bar, 
on which a beacon is erected) and the eacon erected 
on the site of the west end of Fort Cfarlotte barracks 
in one; keep this course until you bring the white 
flag on the point to bear east, then put your helm to 
starboard, and keep for th- bat. It sometimes hap- 
pens that the sea brea’ from. point to point, even in 
moderate weathers When this is the case, and the 
wind should be «© the south of east, it would not be 
prudent for essels of large draught of water to enter, 
as there “s nut more than seventeen feet water atlow 
tide vn the bar. By order of the Commissioners of 
rurtage. ALFRED J. DOUNCOMB, Clerk. 





TELEGRAPHS—IMPORTANT INVENTION.—We call 
the attention of our readers to the following commu- 
nication. The information it contains is highly im- 
portant to the whole commercial community, and to 
every man interested in so great an enterprise as the 
establishment of a line of Telegraphs throughout the 
United States. Our country has for a long time re- 
quired some such system. If the proposed plan be 
success{ul—and there is every evidence of the fact— 
the invention will prove of immense importance to 
almost every class of our citizens. The merchant, 
the insurer, the insured, the ship owner, the officer of 
government, and every editor in the country, will be 
deeply interested in its success.—New York Daily 
Express. 

Messrs. Eprrors:—It would be difficult to fix 
with certainty the period at which the Tele h was 
invented. Traces of its use may be found in the his- 
tory of all nations, and in the remotest antiquity. ‘Phe 
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ess of different people in civilization and power 
was attended with some slight improvements in Te- 
legraphy. This art was the constant study of some 
3 who consecrated their labors to the prosperity 
of their country, yet the system which has been em- 
ployed since its invention for the purpose of corres- 
ponding literally and word for word, was attempted 
in vain by them. Governments, well aware of the 
advantage which they might derive from this art, in 
ascertaining the wants of the people and in repelling 
attacks from without, readily adopted the mode of 
corresponding by means of the Telegraph, notwith- 
standing the imperfections of the system. It is this 
which has created the emulation of many individuals 
who have brought to light an infinite number of dif- 
ferent telegraphic systems. 

In modern times, the best telegraphic attempts 
known are those of Kercher, of Kosler, of Amontons, 
Rob-Flook, Gauthey, and Paulian: the Aerograph of 
Latour, the Vigigraph of Peytes-Moncabrier, the An- 
thropagrage of ames Spratt, and also the telegraphic 
systeni of Rear Admiralde St. Ouen. But these me- 

ods, more or less ingenious, have failed, not only 
in rendering any communication, even the shortest, 
literally word for word, but they are even wanting 
in exactness ; they even do not present all the advan- 
tages which M. Chappe, inventor of the telegraphic 
= of France, has united in his Telegraph, al- 
though this latter, which is beyond doubt the best 
of all, is at present limited to simple and short des- 

atches. 

All these defective systems have had but a short 
duration, as they have only succeeded in transmitting 
very imperfectly the despatches given to them, as 
coast signals are but simple Telegraphs, and as in all 
languages there are thousands of phrases and different 
propositions, and as a language contains thousands of 
words, it was impossible to imagine a Telegraph that 
could make thousands of signals, without falling into 
the sage confusion. 
_ These telegraphic attempts having failed in satisfy- 
in the wants of the present day, Messrs. Serval and 
Gonon have been encouraged to persevere in the la- 
bor which they had been preparing for many years, 
having obtained the result which they had conceived, 
and having also attained the object which they had in 
view, they expect to exceed the expectations of those 
generous individeals who are at the head of the go- 
vernment of the United States as well as its enter- 
prizing merchants. By means of their telegraphic 
system, with the aid ot » line Telegraph, they can 
establish on all points of thistmense continent a re- 
gular correspondence, transact deajled accounts, ex- 
oe exact official reports, communicate the opera- 

ns of the exchange, and the prices curent, forward 
the important decisions of Congress, as alse interest- 
ing articles from the journals, &c., &c.; in a Weed. to 
carry on a literal correspondence and word for word. 
without employing more signals than there are words 
in the despatch, that is to say a despatch of 100 or 
200 words must be marked by 100 or 200 signals at 
most, the telegraphic despatch being always conveyed 
with a most exact orthography and punctuation, as the 
pripgipe’ and true object of a telegraphic system is 

be able to transmit all the despatches exactly, and 
above all with very few signals, in order to avoid the 
bad weather which might occur momentarily in great 


. distances. 


The Telegraph being very simple, and the move- 

je apes . — “4 a great distance, it can be 
at 4, 6, Sand 10 leagues distance, i 

the ition of the pees eee 
‘ e persons employed about the Telegraph may b 
instructed in a, very short time, and to ittle ~ 
tice they will be enabled easily to make from 5to 10 
signals per minute; consequently a despatch of 100 
words, which will employ 100 signals at the most, 
may be transmitted through a distance of 200 leagues 
n the space of 15 to 20 minutes. 


————— = - . —— 





In consideration of the great advantages presented 
by their telegraphic system over all others known, ad- 
vantages attested by undoubted certificates of experi- 
ments of their dictionary made at St. Petersburg and 
at Moscow, in the presence of gentlemen of the en- 
gineer department and the corps of communications 
of the Russian Empire, as well as before Mr. Clay, 
Chargé d’ Affaires of the United States, and a meeting 
of American merchants, Messrs. Servel and Gonon 
are making arrangements to establish a system of te- 
legraphic communications in all the States, north and 
south. 

The telegraphic dictionary invented by Messrs. 
Servel and Gonon can be easily translated in all the 
living languages, without losing any of the advantages 
it possesses in the French ; this consideration has in- 
duced those gentlemen to proceed immediately to the 
United States of America, being persuaded that this 
great nation will receive favorably a plan which, by 
presenting a perfect system of telegraphic communi- 
cations, will also be of the greatest utility to this 
flourishing country. M. L. 





New Yorx Strate MiritiA.—From the annual 
report of the Adjutant General, it appears that the 
militia force of this State amounts to 193,601 men, 
viz: horse artillery, 1,193; cavalry, 7,019; artillery, 
10,851 ; infantry, 172,126; artillery, &c. attached 
permanently or for inspection to the different brigades 
of infantry, 2421. 





APPpoinTMENTs by the Governor and Senate of the 
State of New York, Feb. 17, 1837: 

Military.—Aaron C. Whitlock, of Ephratah, major 
general 2d division of artillery. 

John Albert Granger, of Canandaigua, major gene- 
ral of 22d division of infantry. 

Garret H. Striker, of the city of New York, major 
general of 28th division of infantry. 

Samuel Budd, of Angelica, major general of the 3d 
division of riflemen. 

Timothy Whitney, of Erwin, Steuben county, 
brigade inspector of Ist brigade of infantry. 

illiam Nimrod, of Ovid, brigade inspector of 7th 

division of riflemen. 

Marvin Beeman, of Canandaigua, brigade inspee- 
tor of 24th brigade of infantry. 

Clark S. Potter, of Albion, Orleans county, brigade 
inspector of 53d brigade of infantry. 








———— 


SELECTED POETRY. 





From the New York American. 
I LIVE FOR THEE. 
BY LIEUT. G. W. PATTEN, U. S. ARMY. 


I live for thee—’tis little worth 

I know such words the world to tell; 
And yet the loveliest things of earth 

Repeat that phrase of pleasing spell. 

he vesper bird at close of day, 

ho greets his mate with songs of glee, 
Does he not say, or seem to say, 
I live for thee? 

I live for thee—the lute-string erics, 

Thou chosen of the minstrel band— 
For one alone its music sighs, 

And answers not a stranger’s hand. 
The flower which notes the coursing sun 

With constant gaze its God to see, 
Oh! breathes it not, thou glorious one, 

I live for thee ? 

I live for thee—bird, lute and flower, 

Ah! weave again that soothing tone; 
And waft it on to yon far bower, 

Where one ye know not sits alone. 
And tell her how at eventide, 

On tented plain or rolling sea, 
Fond lips have moaned— my gentle bride, 





I live for thee. 
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WASHINGTON CITY; There is acrude and mnmnetanee! notion existing, 
THURSDAY, cesses. . FEBRUARY 23, 1837. that to give the soldier greater freedom and celerity 


of action on the day of a general engagement, the 
knapsack may be laid off. Do not, for God’s sake, 
IMPROVED KNAPSACKS. | inculcate this great fault, to your military children 
TI llowi lett . : under you. A soldier’s all is, his arms, ammunition, 
Cc ues ae - — Gm B Arcularius, and his knapsack, in this world; and he had better 
ommuissary General of the New York State Militia, | part with life than with them. I will preset you a 
to Captain W. W. Tompkins, of the U. S. dragoons: | few historic facts on this subject. John urtees, after- 
gives a description of a knapsack invented by him wards quartermaster in the British rifle brigade, in 
dhe lateoduciion off hich: late ecxendt inal *| the Peninsular wars, and who has written a very in- 
: p a ere wren d re- structing work, called ‘ Twenty-five years in the 
lieve the soldier of much superfluous weight, and | Rifle Brigade,” was a private soldier under the Duke 
thereby add to his comfort on the march. Every new / 0 — “ Holland, i ee of Pips pag 
: cam 2 : ‘ in which he was engaged near ‘ Egmont-op-Zee,” 
pesscnae hi not haat or aeage ; but one that PTO-| (don’t bite your tongue !)—* But the night proved 
oe - . so valuable as this, is certainly deserving extremely wet, so that every one of us was very soon 
of a fair trial. as completely soaked as if he had been dragged 
—_— through a river; and to crown my misfortunes, I was 
S. N. ¥. Commis. Gen’s. Orrice, | Without a blanket. Here I must confess my folly, 
New York, Oct. 30, 1836. that others similarly situated may profit by my expe- 
Captain Tom U s Drag : rience. Soonaiter the commencement of the action, 
Pp PKINS, U.»8. ee, ; a rumour was spread along the line of skirmishers, 
terday kept me on the gu vie for you yesterday alter: [hed to pertons, had teid, « Naver minds my lela st 
after-|had to perform, had said, ‘ Nev : »i 
noon, last evening, and to-day ; but without the plea- | your hepeeain are any encumbrance to you, and im- 
sure of seeing you, to communicate verbally to you on /pede your running, throw them off, and I will take 
{oe ne ate aia a foend that you shall be pes aa with wg No 
at sent, which you received from Serg’t. Ashton, ner did this silly report reach my ears, than I, with 
is not of the Simmevicies pattern or make, but the ordi- neg dias cme simple, allowed it, without 
nary aenoes, ae ¥ re eermenite on their tour of |taking time to consider that if even it were true, a 
** wanderschaft,” on the European continent, and is| knapsack and blanket (for they were together) to be 
= wh ——— nd ro er and durability to | useful should be at hand when wanted. But, simple- 
| a ar yo = 4 Pp anne , and had made from the ton like, away went knapsack and blanket, and I felt 
—— - 73 ~~ ed ape or ag ee for military ser-| greatly relieved in getting rid of such a burden, and 
vice, - Ww ~e po willing to engan for comparison, | now pushed on after the enemy with increased vigor, 
pre —_ a he Pi ae ee wth seg 7 ey at “y same oe bee re- 
2 . g ; ghter, itis true ;| port was true; although I own I occasionally had m 
— — that advantage it has ne disadvantage that | foubts on the shioak But night came sony bs I ond 
it is not impervious to water, which the knapsack of said, and h a one as I. have seldom seen for wet, 
> ee arm aha is. The weight| and then T plainly perceived that I had played the 
of an ordinary knapsack is from three and a half to young soldier.” 
four pounds ; the weight of the knapsack of entire|” In Telation to the encumbrance and fatigue from the 
<r vor cage tanned in -. which I had made, | weight of the equipments, Quarter Master Surtees 
1s six pounds nine ounces. _put the following arti-| has the following. He remarks on a battle fought 
cles, which an English soldier would call his kit,' near the river Bidassou, in the Pyrenees, ‘“ This 
into it: day’s work gave me a higher idea of the powers of 











One great coat, One forage cap, human nature when properly trained, than ever | 
One pair of boots, | One pair of trowsers, possessed before; for when you consider that each of 
Two shirts, Two pair of socks, these soldiers carried a weight of not less probably 
Two towels, Two ese brushes, | than forty or fifty pounds, and some much more, it 
One clothes brush, One blacking box, cannot but be surprising that men should be able ta 
One sponge, One button brush and stick, | sustain such fatigue for such a length of time, at the 


One comb, soap, shaving box, brush, razor, knife,|end of which to fight and gain a victory! We tra- 
fork, spoon, and account book ; velled at least thirty-two miles over mountains, such 
and then the whole weighed 18lbs. An actual ser- | as before described, when you were sometimes nearly 
vice knapsack, therefore, will contain the above arti- obliged to travel upon your hands and knees.”’ 
cles, with convenience, and the greatest security from! I will conclude these remarks by a quotation from 
weather. A soldier in European service, with his| the observations of the greatest captain the world 
arms and belts, is often required, and generally his | ever saw—Napoleon! ‘ There are,”’ says he, “ five 
service is performed in marching and fighting under | things that a soldier ought never to be separated from 
a weight of from fifty to sixty pounds, the camp |—his musket, his cartridges, his knapsack, his provi- 
kitchen utensils being often divided among the mess sions for four days, and his pioneers’ tools; let his 
on the route! sack be reduced to the smallest possible compass ; 
A new U.S. musket, with the New Haven stamp, | Jet him have in it but one shirt, one pair of shoes, one 
such as I lent you, of the bright barrels, weighs fen | stock, one handkerchief, one steel—(I would remark 
ounds and a half. A setof belts, cartridge box, and | that the French soldiers place the great coat outside, 
ayonet scabbard, all of black leather, weighed three | strapped on top)—but these he ought to have with 
pounds and one ounce. This musket and equipments, | him always ; for if he once lose sight of them, he will 
with the knapsack packed, weighed thirty-one pounds | never see them again. ‘Theory and practice are not 
and nine ounces; so that an infantry soldier in our} the same thing in war. It was a custom in the Rus- 
service equipped would march and fight, whether of sian army, at the moment of beginning a battle, for 
light infantry or of the line, under the weight of from | every soldier to lay his knapsack on the ground. What 
thirty to forty pounds, with these arms and equip-|were the advantages of this method? The ranks 
ments. could be better closed up; the fire of the third rank 
The subject of the Hanoverian knapsack will be | could be rendered useful; the men were lighter, more 
found in the September number of 1833, at page 83,| free, and not so much fatigued; the fear of losing his 
under the head of observations, by Captain Kinloch, | knapsack, wherein a soldier generally puts all he has, 
68th light infantry. was useful in retaining him in his place. At the bat- 
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tle of Austerlitz, all the knapsacks belonging to the 
Russian army were found in battle array upon the 
heights of Posoritz: they had been abandoned at the 
moment of defeat. However specious the reasons 
that might be alleged in favour of this practice, expe- 
rience taught the Russians to give it up.” 

I conclude by the following extract from Surtees : 
“We had previously marched from Chelmsford to 
Colchester, a distance of twenty-one miles, which 
march was to me, I think, the severest I ever under- 
went ; for being young, and totally unaccustomed to 
any thing like it, the weight of the musket, bayonet, 
accoutrements, and knapsack, appeared towards the 
latter end of the march to be almost intolerable; but 
I kept up, although excessively tired. This will 
show how necessary it is at all times to accustom 
troops, destined for service, to move’ in such order as 
they will be expected to do when they take the field ; 
for if unaccustomed to the carriage of the knapsack, 
and to frequent marches with it for exercise, they will 
be ulterly unable to perform any movement against or 
in the face of an enemy, with that celerity necessary 
to ensure success.” 

So much, my dear sir, for the knapsack, the right 
kind of a knapsack, and that in its proper place under 
all circumstances. Keep these friendly hints in mind, 
and be persuaded of the sincerity of my good wishes 
for your honour and prosperity. 


HENRY ARCULARIUS. 


Army AND Navy DirectTory.—A work, with this 
title, is now in press, and will be shortly published, 
containing a compendious list of the officers of the 
Army and Navy, alphabetically arranged; to which 
will be added, a list of the cadets and graduates of the 
Military Academy; the pay of the army and navy ; the 
several resolutions of Congress, bestowing medals, 
swords, and thanks, for distinguished services and 
meritorious conduct ; the names ofall officers of the 
army, upon whom brevets have been conferred ; and 
the casualties in the army, from 1815 to the present 
period. 

This Directory has been carefully prepared from 
official sources, by two gentlemen connected with 
the War Department, and may be relied upon for its 
accuracy. 

We understand that if the encouragement be ade- 
quate, the Directory will be continued annually ; the 
price of the present volume is not to exceed one dol- 
lar, which is very moderate, considering that it will 
form a book of at least 250 pages. - 

The value of such a book is so self-evident, from 
its title, that any recommendation of it would appear 
to be superfluous. It will be a complete vade mecum 
to every officer, and desirable to all citizens who 
wish for information respecting the army and navy, 
or have friends in either branch of the service. 

We anticipate a ready sale for the Directory, and 
shall be pleased to receive, on behalf of the publish- 
ers, orders for it from our correspondents. 


Srorres FrRoM ReAv Lire, PartI. Turer Ex- 
PERIMENTS OF Livine: Boston, S Colman, 1837.— 
Although not strictly in our line to notice works 
which are not professional in their character, yet 
such is the merit of the small book before us, that 
we have thought we should render an acceptable ser- 
vice to our readers by introducing and recommend- 
ing it totheir notice. This is the first of a series to 
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be completed in five parts ; and if a ready sale of nine 
editions and a general commendation by the press, 
be any criterion, then may these stories from real life 
be pronounced to have accomplished the aim of the 
author—that of instructing and amusing. The three 
experiments of living are— 

I. Living within the means. 

II. Living up to the means. 

III. Living beyond the means. 

The subaltern who has only himself to provide for 
out of his scanty compensation (!) of $760 a vear— 
and he who, with no more, has the additional charge 
of a family, may derive a useful hint from the peru- 
sal of this little volume ; and even if he stands in no 
need of advice, it may prove an acceptable present 
to some friend or acquaintance. 

The sailor, who does not devote so much attention 
to economy or his own pecuniary interests, as other 
classes of society, might benefit his pocket by con- 
sulting the three experiments of living. 

The cost is small, being but twenty-five cents for 
each number, or one dollar and a quarter for the whole 
series. 





As we have no agent at present in Boston or New 
York, subscribers in those places would oblige us 
by making an early remittance to us direct, at our 
risk. 





Under the Army head will be founda list of all the 
casualties that have occurred in the service during 
the year 1836, so far as they are yet ascertained. 

Next week we shall give a similar list of the casu- 
alties in the navy. 





ITEMS. 

Major General Scott passed through Baltimore on 
Wednesday, 8th instant, and arrived at Richmond, on 
Friday evening, 10th. A public dinner has been ten- 
dered to him by the citizens of Richmond, and de- 
clined. 

ALBERT M. LEA, late of the Ist regiment of dra- 
goons, U. S. A., has been appointed Chief Engineer 
of the State of Tennessee. 

Gen. ARMSTRONG, who commanded the Tennessee 
volunteers, arrived at Nashville from Florida, Jan 
30th. A, public dinner was to be given to him and 
his staff. Gen. Armstrong is editor of the Nashville 
Republican. 

Captains Lawrence Kearny, and J.D. Willamson, 
of the U. S. Navy, in conjunction with five other gen- 
tlemen, have been appointed by the governor and 
council of New Jersey, commissioners under a late 
law, for superintending the pilot system and the ap- 





pointment of pilots. 








Correspondence of the Army and Navy Chronicle. 
“U.S. Snip Jonn Apams, 
** Gibraliar, Dec. 18, 1836. 

*« We sailed from Mahon on the 2d instant, leaving 
the Constitution, Commodore Elliott, W. Boerum, 
Lieutenant Commandant; United States, Captain J. 
Wilkiuson ; and schooner Shark, Lieut. Commandant 
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G. F. Pearson. Lieut. John H. Smith died the day 
previous to our sailing, viz.: onthe Ist. The United 
States was to sail for Smyrna in a few days. All 
well. 
List of Officers atiached to the John Adams. 

Stras H. StrincHam, Commander. Lieutenants, 
C. Ringgold, I. S. Sterett, E. M. Vail, and J. M. 
Watson. Acting Master, W. P. Griffin. Purser, D. 
Mc. F. Thornton. Surgeon, B. R. Tinslar. Passed 
Assistant Surgeon, Geo. Clymer. Passed Midshipmen, 
J.B. Marchand, J. W. Cooke, J. E. Brown. Mid- 
shipmen, W. Ronckendorif, F. A Bacon, C. R. How. 
ard, J. J. Guthrie, 5. Smith, and W. C. Brashears, 
Acting. D. Lambert, Acting Boalswain. James Sto- 
rer, Acting Carpenter. George Thomas, Sailmaker. 


*« Our gunner, David Taggart, died off Cape de Gatt 
on the 13th instant.” 





ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 


Feb. 18—Gen. J. R. Fenwick, Gadsby’s. 
21—Licut. W. H. Betts, Ist Arty. do. 
Lieut. A. M. Mitchell, 4th Infy. do. 
22—Col. A. Cummings, 2d Infy. Fuller’s. 
Col. H. Stanton, Qr. Master, Gen. Macomb’s. 


LETTERS ADVERTISED. 
Paivapecenia, Feb. 15, 1837. 
ArMyY AND Navy.—Dr. Thomas J. Boyd, R. C. Cog- 
dell, John M. Dale, Doctor Finley, Jas. 'T. Homans, 2, 
Hi. M. Houston, Henry K. Hoff, John B. Meigs, W. R. 
Montgomery, W. W. McKean, Dr. Peckworth, Mr. 
Vanduzen. 








PASSENGERS. 


New York, Feb. 20, per ship Rhone, for Havre, Dr. 
W. J. Powell, of the navy. 

New Orceans, Feb. 7, per steamer Hinds, from Big 
Black River, Lieut. W. 8S. Henry, of the army. 

Sa VANNAH, Feb. 14, per ship Milledgeville, from New 
York, Lieut. C.A. Fuller, of the army, and 40 troops. 

Feb. 15, per steamer Ocmulgec, from Black Creek, 
Lieut. Clark, of the army. 


RE ae A 


PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, 
IN RELATION TO THE ARMY, NAVY, &c. 

















IN SENATE. 
Fripay, Feb. 3, 1837. 
SICK AND DISABLED SEAMEN. 


Mr. Davis, from the Committee on Commeree, to 
whom was referred the Senate bill No. 79, made a 
written report, accompanied with a substitute for the 
bill; which substitute suspended, for one year, the tax 
of 20 cents each on American seamen, for a hospital 
fund, and appropriated $150,000, for one year, in lieu 
thereof, to be paid from the Treasury. The report was 
accompanied with several resolutions, calling on the 
Secretary of th: Treasury for information on the subject. 

After some remarks by Messrs. Davis, CaLuoun, 
and NicHo as, the resolutions were adopted. 

The bill also was read, ordered to a second reading, 
and the accompanying report was ordered to be printed. 

The bills from the House making appropriations for 
the current expenses of the Indian Department, and for 
the fulfilment of Indian Treaties, and for the support 
of the Army for 1837, were severally read twice, and 
referred. 

The bill for the relief of John E. Wool was read a 
third time, and passed. 


WepDNESDAY, Feb. 15. 

Mr. Rives, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, re- 
orted a substitute for the bill referred to them regu- 
ating the pay of the officers of the Marine Corps ; which 

substitute was read. 

Mr. Kine, of Georgia, on leave, introduced a bill to 

compensate Commodore James Barron for the use of 











his invention for ventilating ships. Read twice, and 
referred. 

The following resolution was offered by Mr. Tomiin- 
son, and by consent adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an 
appropriation to secure the light-house, dwelling-house, 
and other property ofthe United States on Fair Weather 
Island, in the State of Connecticut. 

The bill to establish a foundry and armory in the 
West and Southwest, and depots for arms in those States 
in which they are now wanting, was read a third time 
and passed. 

On motion of Mr. CrirrenDEN, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the bill to make compensation to the Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee volunteers, who were discharged 
without being called into servise. 

Mr. Benton moved to amend the bill by allowing the 
above volunteers one month’s pay. 

Mr. Wuite moved to amend this amendment by stri- 
king out one month, and inserung three months. 

After debate by Messrs. Preston, CriTTENDEN, 
Grounpy, Wuire, and Wricut, Mr. Wuite’s amend- 
ment was tried and lost. 

The amendment of Mr. Benton, allowing one month’s 
pay, Was then carrie@ without a division. 

On motions of Messrs. Moore and WALKER, the 
names of Alabama and Mississippi were annexed to thore 
of Kentucky and Tennessce in the bill. 

Mr. CrairrenpeN moved further to amend the bill 
by confining the compensation to those volunteers whose 
serviecs were accepted. Carried; Ayes 18, Noes 10. 

The bill, with the amendments, was then ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

Tuespay, Feb. 16, 
INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 

The Senate preceeded to the consideration of the bil 
to increase the military establishment of the United 
States. 

[This bill provides that there shall be added to each 
company of artillery of the Army of the United States, 
one sergeant major, in lien of the present first sergeant ; 
one quartermaster sergeant, twocorporals, and fifty-eight 
privates ; and to cach ecmpany of infantry, one sergeant 
major, in licu of the present first sergeant; One quarter- 
master sergeant, one sergeant, two corporals, and fifty - 
eight privates; and to each company of dragoons, one 
sergeant major, in lieu of the present first sergeant; one 
quartermaster sergeant, and one saddler, which sad- 
dler, in addition to his clothing and subsistence, shall be 
allowed twenty dollars per month. The bill contains a 
number of other provisions concerning the details of the 
service ; and contains an authority to the President of the 
United States to add to the corps of engineers, when- 
ever he may dcem it expedient to increase the same, 
one lieutenant colonel, two majors, six captains, six 
first and six second lieutenants; and a further authority 
to the President, whenever he may dcem the same ex- 
pedient, to cause one of the regiments of infantry to be 
armed and equipped, and to serve as a regiment of rifle- 
men, and one other of the regiments of infantry to be 
armed and equipped, and to serve asa regiment of light 
infantry. ] , 

Mr. CaLuoun spoke at some length in opposition to 
the bill. 

A debate followed, in which Messrs. Benton, CAt- 
noun, CriTTENDEN, LINN, SouTHARD, SEviER, Tipton, 
and Preston participated. 

On motion of Mr. Moore, and by consent, the 19th 
section of the bill, requiring repayment by students dis- 
missed for bad conduct from the West Point Academy, 
was stricken out. Yeas 26, Nays 13. 

Fripay, Feb. 17. 

Mr. Tomutnson, from the Committee on Pensions, 
who were instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
providing by law for extending the provisions of the act 
of the last session giving pensions to widows in certain 
cases, reported a bill granting half pay and pensions to 
certain widows. Read, and ordered to a second read- 
ing. 

Mr. Rives, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, re- 
ported a bill for the relicf of Gaetano Carusi; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Davis presented the petition of Master Command- 
ant John Percival, of the United States Navy; which 
was referred to the Committce on Naval Affairs. 
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—_—_———— 
GENERAL SCOTT. 


The resolution offered by Mr. Preston, calling on 
the President of the United States for a copy of the pro- 
eecdings of the Court of Inquiry, at Frederick, institut- 
ed to inquire into certain charges made against Major 
General Scort, in relation to the Creek war, being be- 
fore the Senate, 

Mr. Preston spoke at some length in favor of the re- 
solution. 

A long dcbate followed, in which Messrs. CritTEN- 
DEN, Preston, Benton, CuTHsert, STRANGE, and 
Rives erage pce 

Mr, Srrance moved to lay the resolution on the ta- 
ble. Negatived by ayes 17, noes 23. 

On motion of Mr. Rives, the resclution was, in the 
end, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs : 
Aycs 23, noes not counted. . x 


Monpay, Feb. 20. 


Mr. Soutuarp, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
made an unfavorable report on the message of the Pre- 
sident of the United States, and the petition of citizens 
of Charleston, South Carolina, in relation to the estab- 
lishment of a navy yard south of Chesapeake bay. ‘The 
report was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed, 
with the accompanying documents. 

Mr. S. also, from the same committee, reported the 
bill referred to them, for the establishment of a Naval 
Academy, with two amendments ; which were read. 

The following bills were considered as in Committee 
ofthe Whole, reported to the Sgnate, and gespectively 
ordered to a third reading, viz. 

A bill to authorize the employment of boys in the na- 
valservice. (Briefly explained by Mr. SourHanp.) 

A bill making appropriation for the completion of 
certain military roads in Arkansas. (On this bill some 
debate arose, from attempts by Mr. Norvect and Mr. 
Moore to attach to it amendments for certain roads in 
Michigan and Alabama; but the one was withdrawn 
and the latter rejected by yeas and nays.) 
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LAW OF THE UNITED ST A'TES. 





[Public, No 5.] 

AN ACT to provide for the payment of horses and 
other property lost or destroyed in the military ser- 
vice of the United States. 

_ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, ‘That any field, or staff, or other officer, mounted 
militiaman, volunteer, ranger, or cavairy, engaged in 
the military service of the United States since the 
18th of June, 1812, or who shall hereafter be in said 
service, and has sustained or shall sustain damage 
without any fault or negligence on his part while in 
said service, by the loss ofa horse in battle, or by 
the loss of a horse wounded in battle, and which has 
died, or shall die, of said wound, or being so wound- 
ed, shall be abandoned by order of his officer, and 
lost, or shall sustain damage by the loss of any horse 
by death or abandonment, in consequence of the 
United States failing to supply sufficient forage, or 
because the rider was dismounted and separated from 
his horse, and ordered to do duty on foot at a station 
detached from his horse, or when the officer in the 
immediate command ordered, or shall order, the horse 
turned out to graze in the woods, prairies, or com- 
mons, because the United States failed, or shall fail, 
to supply sufficient forage, and the loss was or shall 
be consequent thereof, or for the loss of necessary 
equipage in consequence of the loss of his horse, as 
aforesaid, shall be allowed and paid the value there- 
of: Provided, That if any payment has been or shall 
be made to any one aforesaid, for the use and risk, 








or shall hereafter be, made to any person above men- 
tioned, on account of clothing, to which he was not 
entitled by law, such payment shall be deducted from 
the value of his horse or accoutrements. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That any per- 
son who, in the said military service, as a volun- 
teer or draughted militiaman, furnished or shall fur- 
nish himself with arms and military accoutrements, 
and sustained, or shall sustain, damage by the cap- 
ture or destruction of the same, without any fault or 
negligence on his part, or who lost or shall lose the 
same by reason of his being wounded in the service, 
shall be allowed and paid the value thereof. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That any per- 
son who sustained or shall sustain damage by the 
loss, capture, or destruction by an enemy, of any 
horse, mule, or wagon, cart, boat, sleigh, or harness, 
while such property was in the military service of 
the United States, either by impressment or con- 
tract, except in cases where the risk to which the 
my apd would be exposed was agreed to be incurred 

y the owner, if it shall appear that such loss, cap- 
ture, or destruction was without any fault or negli- 
gence, sustained or shall sustain es by the death 
or abandonment and loss of any such horse, mule, or 
ox, while in the service aforesaid, in consequence 
of the failure, on the part of the United States, to fur- 
nish the same with sufficient forage, shall be allowed 
and paid the value thereof. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the claims 
provided for under this act shall be adjusted by the 
Third Auditor, under such rules as shall be prescribed 
by the Secretary of War, under the direction or with 
the assent of the President of the United States; as 
well in regard to the receipt of applications of claim- 
ants, as the species and degree of evidence, the man- 
ner in which such evidence shall be taken and au- 
thenticated, which rules shall be such as, in the 
opinion of the President, shall be best calculated to 
obtain the object of this act, paying a due regard, as 
well to the claim of individual justice as to the inte- 
rests of the United States, which rules and regula- 
tions shall be published for four weeks in such news- 
papers in which the laws of the United States are 
published, as the Secretary of War shall direct. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That in all adju- 
dications of said Auditor upon the claims above men- 
tioned, whether such judgment be in favor of, or ad- 
verse to, the claim, shall be entered in a book pro- 
vided by him for that purpose, and under his direction, 
and when such judgment shall be in favor of such 
claim, the claimant or his legal representative, shall 
be entitled to the amount thereof upon a production 
ofa copy thereof, certified by said Auditor of the 
Treasury of the United States. 

Sec. 6. And be it further encc’e?. Thot in all in- 
stances where any minor has been, or slud be en- 
gaged in the military service of the United States, 
and was, or shall be provided with a horse or equip- 
ments, or with military accoutrements, by his parent 
or guardian, and has died, or shall die, without pay- 
ing for said property, and the same has been, or 
shall be lost, captured, destroyed or abandoned, in the 
manner before mentioned, said parent or guardian 
shall be allowed pay therefor, on making satisfactory 
proof, as in other cases, and the further proof that he 
is entitled thereto, by having furnished the saine. 

Sec. 7. 4nd be it further enacted, That in all in- 
stances where any person other than a minor, has 
been or shall be engaged in the military service 
aforesaid, and has been, or shall be provided witha 
horse or equipments, or with military accoutrements, 








or abandonment of his horse, said payment shall be 
deducted from the value thereof, unless he satisfied, | 
or shall satisfy, the paymaster, at the time he made.’ 
or shall make the payment, or thereafter show by, 
proof, that he was remounted, in which case the de-' 
duction shall only extend to the time he was on foot: 


And provided, also, if any payment shall have been,’ 


by any person, the owner thereof, who has risked, 
or shall take the risk of such horse, equipments, or 
military accoutrements on himself, and the same has 
been or shall be lost, captured, destroyed, or aban- 
doned in the manner before mentioned, such owner 
shall be allowed pay therefor, on making satisfactory 
proof, as in other cases, and the further proof that he 
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is entitled thereto, by having furnished the same, and 
having taken the risk on himself. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the act 
passed on the nineteentn of February, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty three, entitled «An act for the pay- 
ment of horses and arms lost in the military service 
of the United States against the Indians on the fron- 
tier of Illinois and the Michigan Territory,” and an 
act passed on the thirtieth of June, eighteen hun- 
onl and thirty-four, entitled “An act to provide for 
the payment of claims for property lost, captured, or 
destroyed by the enemy, while in the military ser- 
vice of the United States, during the late war with 
the Indians on the frontier of Illinois and Michigan 
Territory,” be and the same are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That this act 
shall be and remain in force until the close of the next 
session of Congress. 

APPROVED, 18th January, 1837. 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE, 














Correspondence of the Baltimore Patriot. 
MILITARY COURT OF INQUIRY. 


FreDERIcK, (Md.) 16th Feb., 1837. 

Dear Sir—The Court met pursuant to order, at 11 
o’clock this morning, when Major General Gaines 
made a few appropriate remarks in reference to the 
publication of his official letter to the Adjutant Gene- 
ral, dated at Camp Sabine, July 4, 1836. He said he 
had been par necessitate, compelled, viz: by the first 
law of nature—self defence—to request a friend to 
publish it. No attention had been paid to him by 
the Secretary of War, (Mr. Cass,) who was busily 
engaged in giving currency to such official letters and 
reports of General Scott as were expressly designed 
to spread disaffection to him, (Gen. Gaines.) In 
consequence he had authorised its publication, and 
he was willing to bear the responsibility. The Ge- 
neral, however, exhibited evidence that he had not 
infringed upon the rules and articles of war. He 
proceeds upon strictly legal principles, having for 
the basis TRUTH and JUSTICE. 

The defence relating to the Seminole question was 
then commenced, upon which he continued until the 
usual hour of adjournment arrived, when he proposed 
to defer the delivery of the remainder until to-mor- 
row, (Friday.) The Court acquiesced. 





MILITARY COURT OF INQUIRY.—Géneral GAINES 
commenced his defence before the court on Thurs- 
day, and occupied about three hours on that day in 
in its delivery. The Frederick Herald says: 

‘** The first part was in relation to the publication 
of his letter, whieh he contended was not against the 
rules and artleles of war, and that it was done in de- 
fence of his reputation. He next contended that his 
operations did not interfere with the arrangements of 
Gen. Scott, as the latter had attempted to show. He 
bore down on Gen. Scott with some severity.” 

«On Friday, Gen. Gaines resumed his defence at 
ten o’cloek, and occupied till between twelve and one. 
The defence has, during a greater part of it, assumed 
a controversial character, between Generals Gaines 
and Scott, the former of whom persisted, throughout 
his defence, in calling the latter his accuser, and in 
repelling the imputation of having been rescued by 
Gen. Scott. He maintained that the war had been 
put an end to by himse!f, and that it would have been 
grossly improper for him to have left the scene of 


action until Gen. Scott arrived in person to take com- 
mand. 





Gen. Crtncu.—The Augusta Sentinel of ihe 8th 
instant say: ** This distinguished and beloved officer 
arrived here this morning, by the railroad, from 
Charleston, and was received with all the marks of 














respect due to one who enjoys so large a share of the 
confidence and affections of the people of this city, 
and we may add, of this State. The two volunteer 
companies, the Richmond Blues and Augusta Guards, 
"ats early this morning, and marched over to Ham- 

urg, where they received the general, and escorted 
him to his lodgings at the Planters’ Hotel. A large 
number of gentlemen on horseback also joined in the 
escort, among whom was the mayor of the city, and 
the committee appointed at the meeting last evening 
to tender him a public dinner. A number of guns 
were fired on both sides of the river in addition to the 
salutes of the volunteer companies. 

*« The respect paid to Gen. Clinch would be shown 
to but few men living, for he seems to be a favorite 
with every body, and the volunteers who went from 
this city to Flerida all look upon him almost as a 
father. 

* The committee have waited on the General, and 
tendered him a public dinner in compliance with the 
resolutions of the meeting last-evening, which he has 
accepsed, and named Friday evening as the time.” 





U.S. Bric Porvorsr.— This vessel did not sail 
until Monday the 23d instant, although we are in- 
formed that she would sail on the Saturday previous, 
and reported her in our last accordingly. She left our 
shores with the regret of our people, and their wishes 
for the prosperity of her officers and crew were loudly 
expressed, Captain Ramsay, her gallant commander, 
has left many sincere friends in Darien ; and we never 
knew an instance of a gentleman in his station being 
so universaliy beloved. He is one of the few men 
who unite the suaviter in modo with the fortiter in re, 
—Darien Telegraph, 31st Jan. 





. CHARLESTON, Feb. 13. 

IMPORTANT FROM Frorrpa.—Col. Anprews, U. 
S. Army. arrived at St. Augustine, 11th inst. by ex- 
press, and states that Gen. Jesup had an engagement 
with the Indians, which lasted two days : on the se- 
cond day Jumper and Alligator came in under a flag 
of truce, and surrendered themselves, stating that the 
Indians were in a distressed situation, and anxious 
for peace. 

During the engagement, four U.S. soldiers and 
four Indians were killed—one hundred Indians and 
Negroes were taken prisoners. Col. ANDREWS says 
that Jumper and Alligator appointed the 18th inst. as 
the day to conclude a treaty at Dade’s Battle Ground, 
and had despatched expresses to the Indians to in- 
form them of the arrangement. They stated that 
Powell was on an island in the Withlacoochie, with 
about one hundred and fifty followers ; they supposed 
that he would come to terms, and should he refuse, 
they would point out where he was. All hostilities 
were to cease by both parties until after the 18th inst. 





Correspondence of the New York Times. 
U. S. Scnooner SHark, BAy or CAGLIARI, 
IsLAND oF SARDINIA, Nov. 8, 1836. 

Dear str: As it may be a gratification to you 
and our countrymen to know our movements, &c., 
I herewith give you a statement of our situation with 
a list ofofficers on board. We sailed from Tunis on 
the 24th October, having touched there from Malta, 
on our way to Mahon. Commodore Elliott with the 
rest of the squadron, United States and John Adams, 
having left the former place for the latter two days 
previous. The second day at sea, we meta heavy 
northwest gale which still continues to blow, and on 
the 5th instant, were compcelied to prt into this port, 
to repair damages, &c., after stemming the gale for 
twelve days. The same wind continues to blow, as 
all vessels bound to the northward and westward, 
that have left the port since our arrival have been 
compelled to return. There is some prospect of a 
change of weather to-day, when we shall joyfully set 
sail for Mahon. 
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There is a French brig that made this port in the 
gale, having suffered much ; after repairing she will 
sail for New York, by which I give you following list 
of officers. 

Lieut. Comm’ding, William Boerum, Esq. ; Lieuts., 
H. H. Rhodes, Henry A. Steele ; Purser, D. Faunt- 
leroy ; Passed Assistant Surgeon, Daniel Egbert; 
Acting Master, Bushrod W. Hunter; Passed Midship- 
men, Montgomery Lewis, Geo. L. Selden; Midship- 
men, Henry L. Chipman, Matthias Marine, John W. 
Bryce; Cuptain’s Clerk, Joseph Hoban; Gunner, 
Alexander Russell. 

I am happy to say we are all well. 





From the National Intelligencer, Feb. 22. 
BY THE EXPRESS FROM THE SOUTH. 
FROM FLORIDA. 


We receiveda slip last night from the office of the 
Savannah Republican contradicting the report that 
Oseola had been taken. 

By Capt. Ross from Black Creek yesterday, says 
the Jacksonville Courier of the 9th instant, Wwe are 
informed that Capt. Smith’s Company and some U. 
S$. Dragoons, discovered just at night on Friday or 
Saturday last, three Indians near Rice Creek. The 
Indians were preparing toencamp. The whites were 
cautiously approaching and within two hundred 
yards of them, when one of the Dragoons roared out 
a‘ whoop” atthem. This first apprised them of the 
proximity of our men, and caused them to dash into 
a neighboring hammock. They were pursued and 
the hammock charged through-—but the Indians had 
disappeared. Froin the signs it was thought there 
were in the company about thirty Indians—-although 
three only were seen by our party. Some packs and 
two or three powder-horns and shot pouches were 
found which the Indians in their hurry had left. In 
one of the horns was nearly a pound of powder.— 
This dragoon must be an unaccountably magnani- 
mous fellow thus to give timely notice to the enemy 
when our men were stealthily creeping up within 
proper distance to attack them, or capture them by 
surprise. ; 

The same paper says—* Mr. Wm. Dell informs us 
that about ten days ago, two men going to Newnans- 
ville via Santa Fe, found the house of Mr. Simeon 
Dell on fire, and also the fence about the yard. The 
fire had, to all appearance, just been kindled by three 
Indians, as appeared from the tracks about the pre- 
mises. They stopped and succeeded in extinguish- 
ing the flames. On the night of the same day the 
Indians took off three horses from Newnansville. 





FROM THE WEST. 
Fort Corres, Jan. 6, 1837. 

A squadron of the Ist regiment of United States 
dragoons, consisting of three companies, under the 
command of Capt. Trenor, arrived at Fort Coffee on 
the Ist inst., in the very short space of fourteen days 
from Nacegdoches, in Texas. The officers and men 
were in fine health, and their horses in good condition 
for service. Whe detachment was detained one day 
in crossing the Arkansas river, when it proceeded on 

“ort Gibson. 
—— officers on duty with the squadron, were Capt. 
Perkins, Capt. Cooke, Lieut. Bowman, and Lieut. 
Grier. -_ ‘ 

A man by the name of I. Smithwick, belonging to 
Capt. Petigrew’s company of Arkansas Volunteers, 
who was left sick at Fort Coffee, on the 34th ult. 
died on the evening of the 5th inst. 





Fort Towson, Jan. 9th, 1837. 
Dear Sir—Since my last letter to you, which I sent 
by private conveyance, and in which I enclosed a 
copy of aletter, received by Col. Vose from Maj. Fol- 
som, relative to the murder of a white man by the 
Camanches, ’a trader has arrived from that country. 





He reports the Camanches as friendly, and had heard 
nothing of the report alluded to above, of any hosti- 
lities contemplated by the Indians. If you have not 
published Maj. Folsom’s letter, it had better be omit- 
ted. The 7th Inf. left here on the 5th inst. for Fort 
Gibson. Capt. Armstrong arrived at this place yes- 
terday, and will commence the payment of the Choc- 
taw annuities in the course of a day or two. 





Fort Corres, 15th Jan. 1837. 

Six companies of the 7th regiment of infantry ar- 
rived at Fort Coffee onthe 10th inst. on their way to 
Fort Gibson, in the very short space of 21 days, from 
Nacogdoches, in Texas. The roads were extreme- 
ly bad, and the troops suffered greatly with fatigue 
and cold. Lt. Col. Wm. Whistler, the commander, 
on account of bad health, accompanied by the Adju- 
tant, Ist Lieutenant S. W. Moore, preceded the 
command one day. The officers present with the 
troops, were Ist Lieut. J. P. Davis, commanding; Ist 
Lieut. R. C. Gatlin; Ist Lieut G. R. Paul; 2d Lieut. 
W. H. Griffin; 2d Lieut. J. M. Wells; 2d Lieut. T. 
B. Arden; 2d Lieut R. F. Baker, and Ass’t Surgeon 
J. H. Bailey, U.S. A. 





FROM THE SOUTH-WEST FRONTIER.—-A letter 
from New-Orleans, dated Feb. 1, says, ‘I have re- 
ceived only three days later accounts from our wes- 
tern frontier, when there were about 14,000 Creek 
Indians at Fort Gibson. Apothyloyoholo is their 
head chief; the M’Intosh are still in council; they 
have refused to admit Gen Arbuckle or any of the of- 
ficers of the army to their presence. Capt. Wm. 
Armstrong, whom they sent for had arrived, and it 
is to be hoped, as he is very popular among the Creeks 
west, that he will be able to adjust all difficulties. If 
his efforts fail, I fear blood must flow in their contest 
for power. 

The Arkansas volunteers have arrived from Fort 


Towson, and the remainder of the 7th regiment and . 


dragoons have been ordered to return immediately, 
when there will be force sufficient to quell all dis- 
turbances—at least it is believed so. Provisions were 
very dear, and all agree that there is not enough to 
supply the demand.” 

















= 
ARMY. 
OFFICIAL. 
GENERAL Onper, ADJUTANT GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
No. 3. Washington, Feb. 7, 1837. 


I. A General Court Martial will assemble at the new 
barracks in Savannah, Georgia, on the 9th of March, 
1537, or as soon thereafter as practicable, for the trial of 
Major Wititam Gares, of the second regiment of Ar- 
tillery, and such prisoners as may be brought before it. 
The following named officers are hereby detailed to con- 
stitute the court, being of the highest rauk, and the 
greatest number that can be convened, without manifest 
injury to the service: 

Brevet Brigadier General H. Brapy, Colonel 2d In- 
fantry. 

Colonel W. Lixpsay, 2d Artillery. 

Brevet Colonel J. B. Watsacn, Ist Artillery. 

Colonel D. EF. Twiaas, 2d dragoons. 

Lieut. Col. J. Bankueap, 3d Artillery. 

Lieut. Col. A. Cummrinas, 2d ee 

Brevet Major M. P. Lomax, 3d Arti lery. 

Brevet Major J. Irvine, 4th Artillery. 

Brevet Major T. F. Hunt, 5th Infantry. 

Captain G. S. Drang, 2d Artillery. 

Captain P. H. Gat, 4th Artillery. 

First Lieutenant W. C. De Hart, 2d regiment of Ar- 
tillery, Judge Advocate. 

II. In case of the non-attendance of any of the mem- 
bers of the court at the time and place mentioned, in con- 
sequence of sickness or any other unavoidable cause, the 
court will be organized with any number not less than 
seven, and, so constituted, will proceed with the trial. 

By order of Major General Macomsn : 
ROGER JONES, Adjutant General. 








} 
' 
’ 
H 





f 





et EZ 

















ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 127 
ApvsJuTANT GENERAL’s OFFICE M. C E ji , 
Washington, 9. i. 4th Arty, 15 Aug. 
Sir: The Secretary of War ad aww hay pote Sage Thoms +e . 4th Arty, 31 J » 9 
Pt pen “ry resolution of the Senate of the John K. - ine ga jet tere ~~ $ wigs 
nited States, dated the 2ist of Febru: ‘ ‘ s; st Infy. 17 Dec. 
which, in conformity to his indueation, 5 oe vith ~ Wilks a a = tu. % June 
spectfully transmit, to wit : ace aeee Richard yr 2d Infy. 31 Dec. 
“Ix Sexate or tue U.S Elias Philli ‘aie 3d_Infy. 1 April. 
“« February 21,1837.‘ | Francis D Ke —— 31 Jan. 
we hates oes That the Secretary at War be authorized ‘Timothy Pai — ae: 30 Sept. 
of th ‘21 5 _ experiments on fire-arms under resolution | Samuel R. A iston pg ae ag 16 March. 
aie b bs arta J os. to _ other improved guns as} Washington Hood, = oe . 31 Jan. 
: o him, when in his j im- rien, — 7 Aug. 
provement is such as to cudiindien dhe oltineot on i - - ee 5th Inty. 31 Dee 
The board now in session at the Washington Areceal William WM, 5th Inty. 31 Dee. 
will, in conformity with the i = . -_ Mather, 7th Inty, 31 : 

s requirements of the fore- | George W Cass ~ y Aug. 
going resolution, catenin ehparhesat 0 atin thes ss, 7th Infy. 26 Oct. 
roo a a as may be presented to the board by the] y-)); Seconp LinuTEN ants—37. 
ps — rh rduance, to whom instructions relative there- William H. C. Bartlett, Engineers 20 i 
the = ln weed — ere in obedience to prea be pe Eng ineers, 30 Pah 5 

e Secretary of War. And the board will ry eng Ist Drags. : ‘ 
report the results, for the inf i are Will! Lloyd Tilghm:z st Drags. 31 May. 
ig pee demuesoaene dg ao sae the Sceretary, 6 el \ me Ist Drags. 30 Sept. 
No. 2, of February 3d . d eneral Order,” | Wiliam H. P ret ao 30 June. 

Iam f- very r fi Ler. Gitareae ven eat Sty. 11 Sept. 
» SIT, v2, espectfully, eer ay Smit Ist Arty. 31 Au 
our obedicnt servant, rancis H. Smith, Ist Arty. 1 Mis. 
Adjutan eet JONES: . Ist Arty, 13 April 
To Brig. Gen. Joun R. dh gpa ne Arnoldus ¥. ene, a Po 31 July. 
President of the board now in session at the M. Churchill, Ist ete. 19 — | 
Washington Arsenal. = dl % Yo ittenden, Ist Arty. 30 Sept 
vard B, Burnett, 2d ‘ ae 
RESIGNATIONS, DEATHS, &c., SINCE THE pusiica-| \¥* LT: Stockton, 2d je 31 July 
TION OF THE LAST ANNUAL REGISTER. i J. Whiting, 2d Arty. 31 May 
RESIGNATIONS—117. Devil P Dowie’ a ped 1 April. 
ee die CoLtonELs—2. aes. Fetterman, 3d at. 31 May 
y Dodge, . Ist Drags. rancis Vinton, 2 ‘ . 
Byt. Brig. Gen. D. L. Clinch. 4th dy al Sere John H. Allen, 3d aan. 30 Fue 
CaprTains—20., ree wit. a area 3d Arty. 26 ong 
Andrew Talcott, Engineers 218 eon a od Arty. 30 Sept 
Robert P. Parrott, Ordnance, 31 On. William H “~ ay. 31 Aug. 
David Hunter, let Dra > ct. B } Z jam ° na fe 4th Arty. 30 Se t. 
Charles Dimmock, an os gs. 4 July Alford Br S. Ewell, 4th Arty. 30 ig 
Thomas C. Legate, Od poly 30 Sept. ; re ge 4th Arty. 38 Tab, . 
emp Abe 2d Arty. 31 Dee. _| James L- Davis, dth Arty. 11 Sept 
Charles M. Thruston, 3d pei oo I Fang > aeem, 4th Arty. 30 Nee. 
Charles Ward, 4th Aro, 31 Aug. Tee i ¥ poe Ist Infy. 17 Dee. 
ak a = hompson, 4th Aviy. 4 on yw 4 — ‘ees 4 nw Oct. 
m: M. Boyce 1 . ct. > 2d Infy. 3 
Seth Johnson, td nee 14 Nov. yi H. Fr a 3d Inf, . a 
James Dean, pa i - June, = n T. Collinsworth, Sth Infy. 31 July 
bd meg wera 4th ow 23 re es 5th Infy, 11 Sere. 
omas Hunt, 5 . ’ 5th Infy. 3] ; 
Joseph M. Baxley, aa nf . pee Thomas F. Drayton, 6th Infy. 15 pee 
Wm. E. Cruger, 5th Infy. 31 _ . Brever Seconp Lisvrexanxts—13 g: 
Zalmon C. Palmer, 6th Inf 31 Dac, | Rufus King, Enoj : 
Henry Smith, 6th Infy i John H. Martindal ee 30 Sept. 
Jason Rogers, 6th a” Nov. | Henry C. Moorhead. pt 10 March. 
Nicholas 'Fillinghast, "th Infy. = — Arthur B. Lansing, ‘ ee = 30 Sept. 

First Lirvrenants—40, . Robes MB “my 2d Arty. 20 Moe. 
Thompson S. Brown, ade aia William yng 4th Arty. 30 April 
Lancaster P. Lupton, Ist Drags. 31 Maz George W ‘cee et wr 31 Aug. 
Charles F. M. Noland, lat Reems. ; pa Richesd “ aw, Ist Infy. 31 Oct. 
J. W. Shaumburg, tel Bheeae. a — tan wr —_ 2d Infy. 19 Oct. 
Gaines P. Kingsbnry, ist Drags 15 Oc i Hugh MoLeod.” 2d Infy. 15 March 
Soke Pelee Ast Drags. 15 Qos," | ise Mcleod, 8d Infy. $9 dene. 
John McClellan, Ist Asty. 19 Nov Thomas P cnikene 6th Inf 30 Sept. 
R. C. Tilghman, “09 a. - on s P. Chiffelle, 7th Infy. 30 Sent. 
Edmund French, Ist Arty. a Starr—5. ” 
on W. Barry, Ist Arty. 30 Mee, Arthar P. Hayne, Paymaster 25 

Tenry W. Fitzhugh, 2d Arty. pig Morgan Neville, ana 25 Oct. 
Francis L. Dancy, 2d Arty. 11 Se - Zina Pitcher, oun eon pe oe 
Joseph L. Locke, 2d Arty. 16 "A pt. William A. Berry, hake ny i. 31 Dee. 
A, A. Humphreys, oa Ace po ug. S. Etting Myers Assis ant Surgeon, 19 Noy. 
George W. Ward, po de -- —_ ’ i ssistant Surgeon, 31 March 
obert P. Smith, 2d Art 4 one ; > ariinge—. 
Francis N. Barbarin, by pe 4 — oon San eae —— Rector, 2d Dragoons 
eorge S. Greene, ‘ . cH a Ke ugherty, ( - ’ 
dward Bb. White, a aoe. oo y sg re a a Gritestey, 4 Draven: 
‘m. R. McKee, haan, omg. tet Lt. Hee es H. Holmes, 2d Dragoons. 
Horace Bliss, aie en 28 Drecoent: 
Alfred Beckley, 41 ee ee ee 2d _ recnaey 
Wn. F. Sgt, gre * Oct. Brevet 2d Lt. John W. Judson, 2d aan 
Thomas J. Lr yo ee iia 
am, 4th Arty. 16 Sept. I t Cc 1 D B DEATHS—33. 
t Col D. Baker, Detroit, GI. 200ct. 
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Lt Col A. S. Brooks, St. Jn’s Bay, 4A.17Dec 
Bt Lt Col J.F.Heileman, Fort Drane, 2A. 27 June 
Bvt Maj J. F. Dade,* — Florida, 41, 28 Dee 
Bvt Maj N. Clark, Ft Winnebago, 51. 18 Feb. 
Bvt Maj O. Ransom, Fort Gratiot, 21. 3 July, 
Bvt Ma) R. M. Sands, Fort Call, 41. 10 Sept 
Bvt Maj N. Baden, Augusta Arse’l, 2 A. 30 Nov 
Capt T. J. Harrison, Fort Jesup, 31. 15 June 
Capt U.S. Fraser,* Florida, 3 A. 23 Dec 
Capt S. Shannon, Tallahassee, 11 4 Sept. 
Capt John Clitz, Ft Mackinac, 21. 6 Noy. 
Capt Richard Bache, Washington, Ord. 13 Jan. 
Capt G. W. Gardiner,* Florida, 2 A, 23 Dec. 
Capt L. Gates, Fort Drane, 1A. 6 Aug. 
Capt A. W. Thornton, Pensacola, 4]. 2 Nov. 
Capt John F. Lane, Florida, 2D. 19 Oct. 
Ist Lt J. F. Izard,t Florida, 1D. 5 March 
Ist Lt IT’. B. Wheelock, Florida, 1D. 15 June 
IstLt A. D. Mackay, St. Jn’s Bay, 1A. 17 Dee 
Ist Lt C. Smith, Florida, 2 A. 28 Dee 
Ist Lt D.S. Herring, St. Augustine, 3 A. 22 June 
Ist Lt H. St. J. Linden, Baltimore, 61. 10 Aug. 
2d Lt Samuel Kinney, Fort Gibson, TI. 3 Dee. 


Ist Lt John H. Hanly, Ft Leavenworth, 1 D. 26 May. 
2d Lt W. E. Basinger,* Florida, 2 A. 23 Dee. 
2d Lt H. Loughborough, Shelby Co., Ky. 2 
2d Lt J. E. Henderson, Washington, 2 
2d Lt R. R. Mudge,* — Florida, 3 
Byt2dLtJ L. Keais,* Florida. 3 
Srarr. 
J. Lovell, Washington, Sur. Gl. of the army, 17 Oct. 
J.S. Gatlin,* Florida, Assistant Surgeon, 23 Dee. 
B.F. Nourse, Key West, Assistant Surgeon, 19 May 


DISMISSED—1 
Ist Lt. W. L. Harris, Ist Infantry, 29 Oc 


Conal 
. 





* Killed in Florida, in the battle of the 23th Dec. 1835. 
¢ Died of wounds received in action. 


SPECIAL ORDERS. 
Feb. 17. Lieut. G. Morris, 4th Infantry, to relieve 
Captain J. Bradley, from recruiting service. 
eb. 20. Lieut. R. Anderson, 3d Artillery, Instructer 
of Artillery at West Point, appointed one of the board 
for examining small arms. 
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NAVY. 


OFFICIAL. 

Extract from a letter to the Secretary of the Navy, from 
Com. Alexander 8S. Wadsworth, dated U. S. Frigate 
Brandywine, Callao Bay, 1st December, 1836. 
“Since I forwarded my letter to you of the 29th of 

September, I have had no direct opportunity of com - 
municating with the Department, and have been 
since that time confined to this part of the coast by 
the apprehensions that a war would take place be- 
tween Chili and Peru; in which event, it would be 
very desirable to have a large number of vessels on 
this station. The Chilian squadron, consisting of 
two ships, two brigs, and one schooner, mounting in 
all $0 or 90 guns, entered Callao bay the latter part 
of October. Their negotiations with the Govern- 
ment, however, do not appear to have been satisfac- 
tory nor conclusive, and the squadron sailed to lee- 
ward, with the intention of intercepting the remain- 
ing Peruvian vessels of war. No declaration of war 
has been made by either party, nor has there been 
any act ot hostility, besides the detention of the ves- 
sels of war heretofore mentioned, and the Chilian 
merchant vessels in the port of Callao. The attempt 
of Gen. Freyre tocreate a revolution in Chili entirely 
failed, and himself and associates were captured.” 








Navy DepartMENT, Feb. 18, 1337. 

In consequence of the subjoined letter from Lieut. 
Samuel W. Downing, of the United States navy, declar- 
ing his conviction of the impropriety of his charges and 
publications against Thomas ap Catesby Jones, presi- 
dent of the court martial convened in the city of Balti- 
more, in the month of July, 1335, for the trial of Purser 
William P. Zantzinger, and against the members of the 


said court, and their proeeedings—his regret that said 


. charges and publications were so made and published by 


him, and his retraction of them—the President of the 
United States has been pleased to remit the sentence o 


Washington on the 27th of December last, for his trial, 
_ Lieutenant Samuel W. Downing has been restored 
to duty. 


Wasuincton, Feb. 13, 1537. 


Sir. It having been intimated to me that a retraction 
is required of my communication, published in the Arm 
and Navy Chronicle, in which it is alleged, or implied, 
that Captain Thomas ap Catesby Jones violated his oath 
as a member of the court martial, &c., and that he drew 
np the sentence of the court, and procured a vote by 
which the offensive remarks applicd to were made a 
part of their finding, and inserted in their proceedings ; 
the same having been adjudged by the late court martial, 
upon an examination of the evidence laid before them, to 
be a libel; and being convineed of the impropriety of 
those publications, I have no hesitation in saying that I 
submit cheerfully to the opinion of the court, and re- 
gret that the charges were made and published, and now 
retract them, and request that they may be considered 
as not having been made, hoping that the frankness of 
my declaration may be satisfactory to the department, 
to Captain Jones, and the other members of the court, 
upon whose conduct these publications reflect. 

Most respectfuly, 
Your obedient servant, 
S. W. DOWNING. 

The Hon. Manton Dickerson, 

Secreiary of the Navy. 





VESSELS REPORTED. 


The frigate United States, Captain J. Wilkinson, ar- 
rived at Malta on the 6th December, and was to sail for 
the Levant in three days. 
™.. Tampa Bay, 26th January, ship Concord, Com. 

allas, 

The Vandalia, Capt. Crabb, arrived the day before. 

The St. Louis, Capt. Paine, to sail the next day for 
the West Indies. 

The schooner Grampus, Lieut. Comm’dt McIntosh. 

The revenue cutter Washington, Captain Day to sail 
in company with the St. Louis. 

he revenue cutters Jefferson, Captain Foster, and 
Dexter, Capt. Rudolph. 

The steamboat America, Lieut. Comm’dt S. Johnston. 

The steamboat Major Dade, Lieut. Commandant Hun- 





ter, sailed for the Withlacoochee on the 23d. 

The revenue cutter Jefferson, Winslow Foster, esq., 
Commander. arrived at Pensacola, on the Ist instant, 
from, Tampa Bay. Passengers, Major J. D. Graham, 
U.S. A., Captain Jackson, late Commander, and Mid- 
shipman Wingate, U.S. Navy. 

The ship Erie, Commodore Renshaw, at Buenos Ayres, 
Dec 10. 

Frigate Brandywine, Commodore Wadsworth, and 
schooner Boxer, Lt. Comm’dt Page, at Callao 14th Dee. 
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DEATHS. 





At Plattsburg, (N. Y.) of consumption, on the 13th 
instant, Brevet Major BENJAMIN ABBOTT BOYN- 
TON, of the 2d regiment of U.S. infantry, in the 46th 
year of his age. 

At Fort Gibson, on the 19th ultimo, Lieutenant LAW- 
RENCE F. CARTER, of the 7th regiment U. S. in- 
fantry. Lieutenant Carter, a native of Virginia, gradu- 
ated at the Military Academy at West Point, in 1825; 
he was held in high esteem by his brother officers, and 
had the confidence of the government as a faithful agent 
of the Quarter Master and Commissary Departments ; 
having acted as Quarter Master and held the appoint- 
ment of Commissary of Subsistence upwards of nine 
years. 

At Port Mahon, island of Minorea, on the 29th Novem- 
ber last, after a lingering illness, which he bore with 
the most perfect resignation, JOHN HOLLY SMITH, 
First Licutenant of the U.S. frigate United States. 





the general naval court martial, convened in the city off 
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